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Have often 1 that Chriſt aks 0 you 6 
Pharoah's ter did to Moſes's\ mother? 
ake this RP vv nurſe it for me, | Coalider 3 
what a precious jewel is committed td your charge z 
what an advantage you have to ſhow your d 28 
Chriſt, to ſtock the next generation with noble; 78 
py nts, and what a joyful account 25 2 1 
vou be faithful. Remember, ſou wo} 
ace cannot he overvalued.. I. confeſs. 'you nor 84 
1 but let that _— 4 — rr. 
an ah raten of _ the 8 1 
tiog Wir Py yen the greatneſs of your reward, 5 
and everlaſting glory, in pay for all. Remem·tf ᷑⁊ 
the devil is at work hard z wicked ones ach , 8 
trious; and a-corrupt nature is a rugged, know, © 9 | 
piece to hew: but be not diſcouraged. Iam W 8 16 
as much afraid of your lazineſs and wataitt „ 
as any thing. Do bur go. t6weark dn WAN 
and who knows but that rough fone may. prove. s 
E in the temple of God. in the name af the- 
ving God, 2s you. will anſwer it mer by 
dar, yr vf a 4 vou to be 1 | think 0 
and catechifing your young. ges; yau 1 
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+ clear? and dare you neglect ſo direct a comm 
Nes the fouls of your children of no value? Are 
' | you willing chat they mould be brandsof bell ? Are 
you indifferent whether they be damned or ſaved ? 
| f Thall the devil ran away with them without con- 
tirol? Will you not ufe your 'vtmoſt endeavour to 
| deliver them from the wrath to come? Vou ſee that 
ttzdey are not ſubjects incapable of the grace of 
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Night them; they are not too little to die; they are 
deco ſerve their great Maſter, too little to go to hea- 
ven: For, ſuch is the kingdom of God, And will 
not a 19809) r n their converſion and ſalvation 
put you upon the greateſt diligence to teach them? 
Or are Ohriſt, and heaven, and: ſalvation, ſmall 
7 "thingy 'with you'? If they be, then indeed I have 
dune with you; but, if they be not, I beſeech you 
” "Jay about you with all your might; the devil knows 

1 is going apace; it will ſhortly be too 
late. Oh, therefore, What you do, do quickly; 
-  anddoit, I ſay, with all your might. O pray, 
pray, pray, and live holily before them, and take 
tome time daiJy"to ſpeak a little to pour children, 

one by one, about their miſerable condition by na- 
ture. I knew a child that 'was converted by this 
| . Eefitence from a godly ſchool-miftreſs in the coun- 
8 try, mother's child ynu are by nature thildren-of 
|.  wordth, Put peut children upon learning their 
Cetechiſm and the ſcriptures, and: om 'to pray 
dan weep by theinſelves after Chriſt. 17 wit 
pop their company; take heed of pardoning a he ; 
tte heed of letting them miſpend-the ſabbath ; put 
;  -" them, I beſeech you, upon imitating? theſe. ſweet 
children 3 Tet them read this book over a hundred 
i RN CORR Ie 302; wo times, 
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God: whatever you think of them, Chriſt doth not 


not too little to go to hell; they are not too little | 
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TEACHERS OF CHILDREN. | V "8 

times, and obſerye how they are affected, and a 
them what they think of theſe. children, and bse 
ther they would not be ſuch? and follow what %% 38 
do with earneſt cries to God, and be in 1 0 
ſee Chriſt formed in their ſouls,” I have prayed for 
ou; 1 have oft prayed for your children, ad T 
ove them dearly; and I have prayed over theſe 
papers, that God. would ſtrike in. with them, and 
make them effectual to the good of their ſouls. En- 
courage your children to read this book, and lead If 
them ta improve it, What is preſented is faith- - I 
fully taken from experienced, ſolid chriſtians, ſome 
of them no way related to the child:en, WhO them». 
ſelves were eye and ear witneſſes of God's works - If 
of wonder; or from my own. knowledge; or from, ſ 
re ve rend godly miniſters, and from perſons that are 
of un ſpotted reputatioo, for holineſs, integrity, and: 
wiſdom; and ſeveral paſfages ave then uerbatim, in 
writing, from their dying ligs. I may add many 
other excellent examples, if I have any encourages 
ment in this piece; which the author has done im If 
the Second Part. hat the young generation may. 
be far more excellent than this, is the-prayer of one 
that dearly loves little children. 


% 


* 
% 
# 


4 
4% 


4 * 4 l G, - 4 
of . = of o hs LS 4 ＋ 
= + ® : 5 8 0 1 = 

: 4 6 b Fs. 
Ae JANEWAY, 
* 8 a . 0 _ * 
W W e 5 LAT Nt 

p : A 
t i \ 
C - 1 ' 4 * 1 9 — & — * 8 x 
764 * 0 % 1 ; « «ft G , * . 
- , 1 1 1 
7 * 1 7 . 6 N «+ 
| n | br ire * 
F 28 i . 0 
| 0 : | , . 1 ? 
L 1 1 4 . 1 * 44 2 ® 


o 7 * 
: : ” 
- : . 
| — * . TT TTY | TIES | 
\ | « \ : IF" - 
N * 4a Z 4 © b % + . * 1 : 
_/ . | » + | 
4 N 1 l 
5) f ** . „ g 5 * 1 * 
\ R af 8 % \ 8 " | ' 
_- ; : 
_ * « . " 
| of EE 
= 0+. gf 9 g\ #4 , : 
b : + | * * "© : 
x 1 a 
4 : * 1 3 * * 1 » : : : 0 5 
4 , — * 6-0 o „ . F * x 
, : : # |; 
: 8 4 8 


6 . F | N 5 5 „ " | „ ] n | 
Mee enen N 6/ 
1 


A r ? how dear! 
fully 


4 
FU 


—_—_— n x — 
- at 


| * pity you, and pray for you, and to teach you what © 


+ 
ag 


* 
* 
3 
* 


\ 


a 


DIRECTIONS for CHILDREN. _ 


other good children have done, and remember. 
dow they wept and prayed by themſelves 3 how 
earneſtly they cried out for an intereſt in the Lord 
Jeſus Chr ſt i you may now read how dutiful they. 
were to their 
how to learn the ſcripture-and. their cate» 
chiſms. Can you forget what queſtions they were 
Wont to aſk ? | 
much they abhorred naughty company ? how holily 


| they were loved ? bow joy · 
But tell me, my dear children, and tell me truly, 


our miſerable ſtate by nature? Did you ever get 
rſelf, and weep for fin, and pray for grace 


mother, maſter and miſtreſs, and beg of them to 


© ou ſhall do to be ſaved ; what you ſhall do to 
|: Chriſt, heaven, and glory ? Doſt thou love to 
wn 


chi 


|” . keep thee from falling into everlaſting fire. 1 
would fain have thee one of thoſe little ones, which 
Christ will take into bis arms and bleſs, 
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7 OU may n heus; my dear lambs, what 


parents : how diligent at their books; 
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ow much they feuted a lie! how 


do you as theſe children did? Did you ever free 


2 job aeny Did you ever go to your father and 


ht good things ? Come, tell me truly, my dear 
ſa; for I fain would do what I can poſſibly to 


How doſt 


bs 4. py >. >. oo. 2. 


Su ) 


RES PREFACE -. vii 
thou ſpend thy time ? Is it in play and idleneſs, and 
with wicked children ?. Dare you take God's name 
in vain, or ſwear, or tell a lie? Dare you do x. 
thing which your parents forbid you, and neglect . 
to do what they command you? Do you dare to run 
up and down upon the Lord's-day ? or do you keep 
in, to read your book, and to learn what your good 
parents command you? What do you ſay, child? 
which of theſe two ſorts are you of? Let me talk a 
little with you, and aſk. you a few queſtions. ""Y 
1. Were not theſe children Wer children, 
which feared God, and were dutiful to their pa- 
rents? Did not their fathers and mothers, and i 
every body that fears God, love. and praiſe them 
What do you think is become of them, now they. 
are dead and gone? Why, they are gone to heaven, 
and are ſinging hallelujahs with the angels: they 
ſee glorious things; and, © baving nothing but 
joy and pleaſure, they ſhall never fin any more 3 
they ſhall never be beat any more; they ſhall never 
be ſick or in pain any more. ' 
2. And would you not have your father's love, 
your mother's commendation, your A 3 
word? Would you not have God and Chriſt Jove' 
you? and would you not fain go to heaven when* 
you die, and live with your 6M parents in glory, 
and be happy for ever? wo eee 
3. Whither, do you think, thoſe children go, 
when they die, that will not do what they are bid, 
but play the truant, and lie, and ſpeak 'naughty* 
words, and break the ſabbath? whither do [wen 
children go, do you think? Why, I will tell 1c 
they which lie muſt go to their father, the devil, 
into everlaſting burnings; they which newer pray, 
God will pour out his wrath- upon them; © and, 
when they beg and pray in hell-fire, God . 
+ FY - 8 | A 4 f © not | 
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not forgive them, but there they, muſt lie for. 
4. Are you willing to go. to bell, to be burned: 
with the devil and his angels? Would you, be in 
the ſame condition as naughty children? O! hell. 
is a terrible place; that is worſe a thouſand times, 
than whipping, God's anger is worſe than your 


_ father's anger; and are you willing to anger God ? 
O, child, this is moſt certainly true, that all that 


are wicked, and die ſo, muſt be turned into hell! 
and, if any be once there, there is no coming out 
again. : . ” | 7A i | i 
: 5. Would you not do any thing in the world 
rather than be thrown into hell- fire? Would you 
= do any thing in the world to get Chriſt, grace, 
and grory.t 33 | 4 

6 Well now, what will you do? will you. read. 
this book a little, becauſe your good mother will 


make you do it, and becauſe it is a little new) book; 


— 


like other naughty children ? 


nent child tat, may die: 


but, as ſoon as ever you have done, run away. to 
play, and never think of it? IF 
7. Ho art thou now affected, poor child, in the 
reading of this book ? Have you ſhed.ever a tear 
face you began reading? Have you been by yours, 
ſelf. upon your, knees, begging. that God would, 
make you like theſe. bleſſed children ? or. are you, 


as you uſed to be, as careleſs, and. fooliſh, and diſ- 


obedient; and wicked, as ever? . 
8 Did you never hear of a little child that died? 
and if other children die, why may not you be lick: 
xd die? and what will you do then, child, if you, 
ould; have ne grace, in your heart, and be found, 
„How do you know but that you may be the 
» : and where are you then, 


if we not i s child? ad Brat. FF x 
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10. Wilt thou tarry any langer, my dear child, 
before thou run into Gro bn — beg of God 
to give thee Chriſt for thy ſoul, that thou mayeſt 
not be undone for ever? Wilt thou get preſent hy 
into a corner to weep and pray? Methinks I fee 
that pretty lamb begin to weep, and think of get- 
ting by himſelf, and will, as well as he can, cry: 
unto the Lord, to make him one of thoſe little ones 
that go into the kingdom of heaven; methinks; 
there ſtands a ſweet child, and there another, that 
are reſolved: for Chriſt and for heaven: 'metbinks- 
that little boy looks as if he had a mind to learn 
good things; methinks L hear one ſay, Well, I 
will never tell a lie more; IL will never keep any 
naughty boys company more; they will teach me 
to ſwear, and they will ſpeak naughty words; they” 
do not love God: 1 will learn my catechiſm, and: 
get my mother to teach me to pray, and will go 
weep and cry to Chriſt, and will not be quiet till. 
the Lord has given me grace, O that is my 
brave N indeed + k by, K 62-18 
11. But will you not quickl zet your pro- 
miſe? Have eee the Are eth of Criſt. 
to be a good child f have you indeed , nay, but 
have you indeed? Conſider, dear child, God calls 
you to conſider your Creator in the days of your? | 
youth; and! he takes it kindly when litele ones“ 
come to him, and loves them deatly; and godiy 
people, eſpecially parents, and maſters, and miſtreſſes,, 
haveſno greater joy than to ſee their children walk 
in the way of truths : ' e 


: 


| Now tell me, my pretty dear child, What will“ 
you do? Shall I make you a book “ Shall I pray 
for you and intreat you? Shall your good mother: 
weep over you? and will you not make us all glad 
to the Lord ? Shall Chriſt 
5, ET IRR 


by your turning quickly | | 
"I "oh; _ flit 
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1 | des.. 
tell you that he will love you, and. will not you 
love him? Will you fir've to be like theſe chil- 
= dren? I am perſuaded that God intends to do good 
' to the ſouls of ſome li: tle children by theſe papers, 
bdecauſe he hath laid it ſo much upon my heart to 
pray for them, and over theſe papers; and, through 
mercy; I have already experienced that ſomething 
of this nature hath not been ip vain. I ſhall give 
a word of direction, and ſo I leave you. © 
1. Take heed of what you know is e, ooh as 
lying, (O that is a grievous ſault indeed !) and 
naughty words, and taking the Lord's name in 
Vain, and playing upon the Lord's day, and keeping 
bad company, and playing with ungodly children; 
but if you go to ſchool with ſuch, tell them that 
- God will not love them, but that the devil will 
have them. if they continue to be ſo naught. _ .. 
2. Do what your father and mother bid you 
' cheerfully; and take heed of doing any thing that 
they forbid ou. 3 Wi 
3. Be diligent in reading the ſcripture, and learn- 
ing your catechiſm ; and, what you do not undet- 
ſtand, be ſure aſk the meaning off. ' 
4. Think a little. ſometimes by yourſelf about 
©. God and heaven, and your foul, and what Chriſt _ 
ename iato the world for. 7 ee, 
3. And if you have no great mind to do thus, 
du had rather be at play, then think what it is 
that makes me that I do not care for good things; 
is this like one of God's dear children? I am afraid 
I am none of God's child: I feel I do not love to 
come unto him. O! what ſhall I do? Either 1 
ſhall be God's child or the devil's:: O] what ſhall 
Ido I would not de the deyil's child for any thing 
ia the world, $19 5 | . 1293 


- 


| . 8 
6. Then go to your: father or mother, or ſome 
good perſon, and aſk them what thou ſhalt do to by | 
od's child; and tell them that thou art afraid, 
and that thou canſt not be contented till thou haſt: 
got the love or ee 
7. Get by thyſelf into the chamber or garret,. 
and fall upon thy knees, and weep, and mourn, - 
and tell Chriſt thou art afraid he does not love thee, 
but that thou wouldſt fain have his love; be of | 
him to give thee his grace, and pardon rey Fas | 
and that he would make thee his child; tell God 
thou doſt not tare who do not love thee, if God 
will but love thee ;- ſay to him, Father, haft thou 
not a bleſſing for me, thy poor little child? F er 


haſt thou not a bleſſing for me, even for. me 
give me an intereſt in Ghrift O 
done for ever! Thus beg as for your lives, and be. 
not contented till you have an anſwer ; and do thus 
every day, with vas much-earneſtneſs as you can, 
twice a day at leaſt. Wong #6 
8. Give yourſelf up to Chriſt ; ſay, dear Jeſus,. 
thou didft bid. that little children ſhould be ſuffered 
to come unto thee; and, Lord, I am come as well! 
as | can; I would fain be thy child; take my beart, , 
and. make it humble, and meek, and ſenſible, and 
obedient. I give my'elf_unto ther, dear Jeſus, do» 
what thou wilt with me, ſo that thou wilt but love: 
me, and give me thy grace and glory _ _ 
9. Get acquainted with godly people, and aſk: 
EY good queſtions, and endeavour to love their 
ta 4 * | * 13 a 
10. Labour to get a deat love for Chriſt: read? 
the hiſtory of, Chriſt's ſufferings, and aſk the reaſon» 
of his ſufferings, and never be content till vu ee 
your need of Griſt, and the excelleney and uſe of 


Chriſt. + A 3 
* | A: 6 11. Heap? 
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let me not be un- 


- a — 
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1. Hear the moſt powerful miniſters, and read 

be moſt ſearching books, and get yoir father to 
buy you ſuch as are ſerious and inſtructive. | 
© 12, Reſolve to continue in well-doing all your 
days; then thou ſhalt be one of thoſe ſweet little | 
ones that Chriſt will take in his arms, and bleſs, 

and give Kingdom, crown, and glory to, -And 


= 


now, dear children, I have done: L hae written 
1 0 you; I have prayed for you: but what you will 


© I cannot tell, O children, if you love me, i 
you love your parents, if you love your fouls, if 
you would eſcape hell- fire, and if you would live 

In heaven when you die, do you go and do as theſe 
good children. And that you may be N N 
S 


{ Joy, your country's honour, and live in God's fear, 
* 7 d die in his love, is the prayer of your dear 
IJ. JANEWAY. 
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"EXAMPLE I. 


Of one eminently converted between eight and nine years: 
4 old, with an account of her life and dab. 


F158 Sarah Howley, when ſhe was between: 
| eight and nine years old, was carried by her 
friends to hear a ſermon, where the miniſter preached: 
upon Matt: xi. 13. My yoke is eaſy, and my. burden is 
_ light: in the applying of which feripture this child 
- was mightily awakened, and made deeply ſenſible 
of the condition of her ſoul, and het need of Chriſt: 
ſhe wept bitterly to think what a caſe ſhe was in z. 
and went home, and got by herſelf into a chamber, 
and upon her knees ſhe wept and cried to the Lord: 
as well as ſhe could; which might. eaſily be per- 
ceived by her eyes and countenance, © 


2 TELLS | 
2. She was not contented at this; but got her- 
little brother and ſiſter into a chamber with her, 


and told them of their condition by nature, and 
wept over them, and prayed with them and for 


them. 

. After this ſhe heard another ſermon upon Prov. 
xxIx. I. He that, being often reproved,  hardeneth hig 
beart, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without re- 


1 medy: at which ſhe was more affected than before, 


and was ſo exceeding ſolicitous about her foul, that: 
ſhe ſpent a great part of the night in weeping and: 
praying, and could ſcarce take any reſt day or night 
for ſom̃e time together, deſiring with all her ſoul to- 
eſcape from evertaſting flames, and to get an inte- 
reſt in the Lord Jeſus: O, what ſhould ſhe do for 
. Chriſt? what ſhould ſhe do to be ſaved? F 

4. She gave herſelf much to attending upon the 
word preached, and ſtill continued very tender: 
under it, greatly ſayouring. what ſhe heard. 
1 She was very much in ſecret prayer, as might 
| eaſily be perceived by thoſe who liſtened at the 
chamber-door; and was uſually very importunate, 
full of tears. R | 


\. | 
'6. She could ſcarce ſpeak of fin, or be ſpoken to, 


but her heart was ready to melt. ra ns 
7. dhe ſpent much time in reading the ſcripture. 


and a book called The beſt Friend in the wor jt mei, 


which the work of God was much promoted 


upon her ſoul ; and was much directed by it how”. 
to get acquaintance with-God, efpecially toward a 
the end of that book. Another book that ſhe was 
much delighted with was, Mr. Swinnock's Ch-i/t:ax* 


Aan Call ng; and by this ſhe was taught in this 


meaſure to make religion her buſinefs. The Spi- 


ritual Bee was a great companion vf her's. 
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8. She was exceedingly dutiful to her r parents, 

very lothe to grieve: them in the leaſt; and, if ſhe 
had at any time (which was very rare} n 
them, ſhe would weep bitter 


9. She abhorred lying, and allowed herſelf i in no» 
known fin. ' 

10. She was very 3 in 3 of 
time, and hated idleneſs, and ſpent her whole time 
either in praying, reading, or working at her n 
at which ſhe was very ingenious. 

11. When ſhe was at ſchool, ſhe was a 
for her diligence, teachableneſs, meekneſs, and 


modeſty, ſpeaking little; but, when. tie: did _ 
it was uſually ſpiritual, 


12. She continued in this [courſe of religious 
duties for ſome years together. | 
13. When ſhe was about fourteen years old ſhe- 

broke a.vein in her lungs (as is ſuppoſed), and oft 
did ſpit blood; yet did a little recover again, but . 
had ſeveral dangerous relapſes. i 

14. At the beginning of — EI laſt ſhe was: 

taken very bad again: in which-ſickneſs ſhe was in 


great diſtreſs of ſou}. When ſhe was firſt taken ſne 


ſaid, O mother, pray, pray, pray, for me; for Satan 
is ſo buſy that | cannot pray for myſelf; I ſee lam 
undone without Chriff and a pardon | Oh! lam 
undone to all eternity | 

15 Her mother, knowing bow. ſerious ſhe had: 
been formerly,” did a little wonder that ſhe ſhould 
be in ſuch agonies; upon which her mother aſked - 
her what fig it was that was ſo burthenſome to her 
ſpirits; O mother, ſaid ſhe, it is not any particular 
fin of omiflion or commiſſion, that ſticks fo cloſe ts 
my conſcience, as the fin of my nature: n 
the blood of ui that gen daa me. 
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16. Her mother aſked her what ſhe. mond p pray 
for, for her: ſhe anſwered, That I may have: a 
ſaving knowled ige of ſin and Chriſt; and that I 
may have an aſſurance of God's love to my ſoul. 
Her mother aſked her why ſhe did ſpeak ſo little to 
the miniſter that came to 12 She anſwered, that 
nN was her duty with filence and patience to learn 

af them; and it was exceeding painful to ber to 
ſpeak to any. 

17. One time, when ſhe fell into a fit, ſhe exied; 
out, Oh! I am going, I am going! but what ſhall 
Ldo to be ſaved? Sweet Lord: Jeſus, I will lie at 
thy feet; and, if I periſh, it ſhall.be at the fountain: 

of thy mercy, 

18, She was much afraid of preſumption, and: 
dreaded: a miſtake in the matters of her ſoul, and: 
would be often putting up ejaculations to God, to 

| "m"_ her from deceiving herſelf, To inſtance in 

: Great and mighty God, me faith, and 

3 faith, Lord, that = may — a fooliſh veg 

having a lamp and no oil. 

109. She would many times be hain hold upon 
the promiſes, and plead them in prayer. That in 
Matt. xi. 28, 29. was much on her tongue, and no 

{hh fmall relief to her ſpirit. Hou many times would 

.Y the cry out, Lord, haſt thou not ſaid; Come unto me, 
i eo OI TO. 
h _—_ Another time her father bid her be of good 

cheer, becauſe ſhe was going to a better Father ; at 

_ which ſhe was much affected, and ſaid, But how do 

IL know. that? I am a poor finner that wants aſſur- 

ance: O for affurance l it was ſtill her note, O ſor 

affurance! This was her great, earneſt, and conſtant, 
requeſt, to all that came to her, to deg aſſurance ſor 
her; and, poor heart! ſhe would look with ſa much 
eagerneſs 
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FOR. CHILD REN, 
eagerneſs upon them, as if ſhe deſired nothing in the: 
world. ſo much as that they would hity ber, and help 
her with their prayers: never was poor creature 
more earneſt for any, thing than ſhe was for an aſ- 


ſurance, and the light of God's countenaner: O 


the piteous moan that ſhe would make! O the ago» 
nies that her ſoul was in 3: Ladd 3 ar rife 20 

21. Her mother aſked her, if God, ſhould ſpare: 
her life how ſhe would live? Truly, mother, ſaid 
ſhe, we have ſuch baſe hearts, that I cannot tell: 
we are apt to promiſe great things when we are fick; 
but, when we are recovered, we are as ready to for- 
get ourſelves, anK turn again unto. folly: but L 
hope I ſhall be careful of my time, and my 
ſoul, than I have been. | | 1 

22. She was full of natural affection to her pa- 
rents, and very careful leſt, her mother ſhould; be 
tired out with much watching. Her mother ſaid, 


How ſhall I bear parting wich thee, when I have 


ſcarce dried my eyes ſor thy. brother She anſwered, 
The God of love ſuppott and comfart you; it 18; 
but a little while, and we ſhalt meet in glory, 1 
hope. She, being very weak, could ſpeak but little 
therefore her mother laid, Child, if thou haſt any 
comfort, lift up thy hand; which ſhe did.. 
23. The Lord's day, before that in which. ſhe 

died. a kinſman of hers came to ſee her, and, aſking 
of her whether; ſhe knew him, ſhe anſwered, Vea, 
know you, and I defire you. would learn to. know. 
Chriſt; you are young; but you know not how ſoon; 
you may die; and, Ql to die without Chriſt is a 
fearful thing: O redeem time ] O time, time, time 
precious time nme by him not to ſpend 

herſelf, ſhe ſaid, ſhe would fain do all the the 
could while ſhe lived, and when ſbe was dead tao, 
if poſſible: upon which nn = 


oy 


6 rn ö | 
ſermon might be preached at the funeral concernin 
the preciouſneſs of time. O that young ones woul 
now remember their Creator 1 © © oo 
24. Some miniſters that came to her did with 
earneſtneſs beg that the Lord would pleaſe to give 
her ſome token for good, that ſhe might go off 
triumphing; and bills of the ſame nature were ſent 
ks „ / ( 
25. After ſhe had long waited for an anſwer of 
their prayers, the ſaid, Vell, I will venture my foul 
e 5 
26. She carried it with wonderful patience,” and 
yet would often pray that the Lord would give her 
more patience; which the Lord anſwered to aſtoniſh- 
ment; for, conſidering the pains and agonies that 
ſhe” was in, her patience was next to a wonder, 
Lord, Lord, give me patience, ſaid ſhe, that I may 
1 we 06H nenen 
27. Upon Thurſdzy, after long waiting, great 
fears and many 25 when at her | friends 
thought ſhe had M6 aft ſpeaking, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of her friends, ſhe broke forth thus, with a 
very audible voice and cheerful countenance; Lord, 
thou haſt promiſed; that whoſoever 'comes unto thee 
thou wilt in no wiſe caſt out: Lord, I come unto 
thee, and "ſurely thou wilt in no wiſe caſt me out. 
O ſo ſweet! O ſo glorious; is Jeſus! O, I have a 
ſweet and glorious Jeſus! he is ſweet, he is ſweet, 
he is ſweet! O the admirable love of God in ſend- 
ing Chriſt! O free grace to à poor loſt creature ! 
And thus ſhe ran on in repeating many of "theſe 
& things a hundred times over; but her friends Were 
" ſo aſtoniſhed to ſee her in this divine rapture, and 
to hear ſuch gracious words, and her Prayers and 
deſites ſatisſied, that th-y could not write'a quarter 
*- what ſhe ſpoke, to Ds 4191 ot > RES: 
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ros enrtbren, 7 
28. While her ſoul was thus raviſhed with the 


love of Chriſt, and her tongue ſv highly engaged in 


the magnifying of God, her father, brethren, and 
ſiſters, with others of the familv, were called; to 
whom ſhe ſpoke particularly, as her ſtrength would 
give leave. She gave her Bible as a legacy to one 
of her brothers, and deſired him to uſe that well for 
her ſake z and added, to him and the reſt, O, make 
uſe of time, to get Chriſt for your ſouls ! O, ſpend 
no time in running up and down, and playing] O 
get Chriſt for your ſouls' while you are young: 
remember now your Creator before you-come to a 
ſick bed: put not off this great work till then; for 
then you will find it a hard work indeed ! I know, 
dy, experience, the devil will tel} you it is time 
erough, and ye are young nat need you be in 
ſuch haſte? you will have time enough when you 
are old. But there ſtands one (meaning her grand- 
mother) that ſtays behind; and I, that am but 
young, am going before-her; O therefore make 
our calling and election ſure, while you ate in 
ealth I But I am afraid this will be but one night's 
trouble to your thoughts; but remember, theſe are the 
words of a dying ſiſter. O if you knew bow got 
Chriſt was! O, if you had but one taſte of bis 
ſweetneſs, you would rather go to him a thoufand 
times than ſtay in this wicked world ! I would not, 
for ten thouſand and ten thouſand: worlds, part with 
my intereſt in Chriſt: O how happy am I that 1 
am going to everlaſting joys ! I would not go back 
again for twenty: thouſand. worlds; and will you 
not ſtrive; to get an intereſt in Chriſt k 
29. After this, looking upon one of her father s? 
ſervants; ſhe ſaid; What ſhall I do, what ſhall Ido, 
at the great day, when Chriſt ſhall ſay to me, Come, 
thou bleed of my" Father," inherit the kingdom my 


— 
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for the; and ſhall ſay to the wicked, Go, thou curſed, 
into the lake. that burns, for. ever? What a grief is it to 


me, to think that I ſhall. ſee any of my friends, that 


L knew upon earth, turned into that lake that burns. 
for ever} O thoſe words er ever] remember that 
far ever! I ſpeak theſe words to you; but they are 
nothing except God ſpeak, to you too: O pray, 
prey, pray, that God would, give you grace] and 
then ſhe prayed, *O. Lord, finiſh: thy Work upon 
their ſouls; it will be my comfort to ſee you in 
glory, but it will be your everlaſting bappineſs: . 

30. Her grandmother told her ſhe ſpent herſelf 
tos much; ſhe ſaid, I care not ſor that, if :I could 
de any ſoul good. O with what vehemence did 
8 if ber heart were in cvery word ſpe 

8 $ 


31. She was full of divine ſentences ; and-almoſt 
— di ſcourſe, from the firſt to the laſt, in the 
time of het ſickneſs, was ahout ber ſoul; Chrift's 
fweetneſs, and the ſouls of others; in a word, hike 
a continued ſermam. g F 1 
32. Upon Friday, after ſhe had had ſuch lively 
diſcoveries of God's love, ſhe was exceedingly de- 
firous to die, and cried) out, Come, Lord jeſus 
 eame quickly; conduct me to thy tabernacle; 
am a poor creature without tliee: but, Lord Jeſus, 
my ſoul longs to be with thee; O when ſhall it be? 
why not now, dear Jeſus? Come, Lord Jeſus, come 

uickly: but why do | ſpeak thus 7 thy time, dear 

d, is the beſt: O give me-patience | 

233. Upon Saturday ſhe ſpoke wy little 2 

very drowſy); yet now and then dropt t 


words ; how long, ſweet Jeſus? Finiſh thy work; 


come away, ſweet, dear Lord Jeſus z come quickly, 
ſweet. Lord, help; come away now, now, 


Jeſus, come quickly; good. Lord, give patignes 
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me to wait thy appointed time; Lord Jeſus, hel 
me, help me, help mel Thus at ſeveral times (when 
out of her ſleep); for, ſhe was aſlcep the * 
part of the day. 
34. Upon the Lord's day ſhe ſcarce ſpoke any 
thing; but much deſired but bills-of DEG 
might be ſent to thoſe who had formerly been pr 
ing for her, that they might help her to praiſe God 
for that full aſſurance that he had given her of his 
love; and ſeemed to be much ſwallowed up with 
the thoughts of God's free love to her ſoul. She 
oft commended her ſpirit into the Lord's hands; 
and the laſt words which ſhe was heard to ſped 
were theſe: Lord, help; Lord Jeſus, help; dear 
Jeſus, bleſſed Jeſus And thus, upon the Lord's 
day, between nine and ten'o'clock in the forenvon, 
he ſlept ſweetly in Jeſus, and began BNR LH 
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ſabbath, Feb. 19, 1670. 
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EXAMPLE JI. 
of a Chila that was admirably affefted with the th 
of God when he wu, between two and three . 8 2 ; 


ee ao of his li Fr 
Certain little child, den he could not 


"A ſpeak plain, would de ra after Cu, 
and was greatly deſirous to W good 


things. 


2. He could not ee be put ue bed with» 


out family duty, but would put his parents upon 
duty, and wou d with much devotion knee} down, 
and with great patience and delight continue till 
W was at an end, without the deaſt expreſſion of 


being 


for the; and ſhall ſay to the wicked, Go, thou curſed, 


far ever! I ſpeak theſe words to you; but they are 
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into the lale that burns for ever? What a grief is it to 


me, to think that I ſhall. ſee any of my friends, that 


L knew upon earth, turned into that lake that burns: 
for ever]! O thoſe words er ever] remember that 


nothing except God ſpeak to you too: O pray, 


prey, pray, that God would give you grace! and 


then ſhe prayed, O Lord, finiſh: thy Work upon 
their ſouls; it will be my comfort to ſee you in 
glory, but it will be your everlaſting bappineſs. 
30. Her grandmother told her ſhe ſpent herſelf 
toe much; ſhe ſaid, I care not ſor that, if :I could 
de any ſoul good. O with what vehemence did 
3 if ber heart were in every word ſpe 
31. She was full of divine ſentences ; and almoſt 
4 difcourſe, from the firſt to the laſt, in the 
time of het ſickneſs, was about ber: ſoul; Qhrift's 
fweetneſs, and tbe ſouls of others; in a word, hike 
a continued ſerman. | THe 


3323. Upon: Friday, after ſhe had had ſuch lively 


diſcoveries of God's love, ſhe was exceedingl 


de- 
- firous: to die, and cried) out, Come, Lord jeſus 


eame quickly; conduct me to thy tabernac 
am a poor creature without tliee: but, Lord Jeſus, 


my ſoul longs to be with thee; O when ſhall it be? 


very drowſy); yet now and then 


why. not now, dear Jeſus ? Come, Lord Jeſus, come 
uickly: but why do | ſpeak thus ) thy time, dear 
d, — beſt: O tar 8 f je (be 
33. Upon Saturday ſhe y litt i 
- f wm — 5 dropt — 
words; how long, ſweet Jeſus? Finiſh thy work; 
come away, ſweet, dear Lord Jeſus z come quiekly;, 


ſweet. Lord, help; come away now, now, 
Jeſus, come quickly; good, Lords give pane | 
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me to wait thy appointed time; Lord Jeſus, help 
me, help me, help-me! Thus at ſeveral times (when 
out of her ſleep); for, ſhe was aſlcep the greateſt 
part of the day. |; 7 
34. Upon the Lord's day ſhe ſcarce ſpoke any 
thing; but much deſired that bills of thankſgiving 
might be ſent to thoſe who had formerly been pray. 
ing for her, that they might help her to praĩſe God 
for that full aſſurance that he had given her of his 
love; and ſeemed to be much ſwallowed up with 
the thoughts of God's free love to her ſoul. She 
oft commended her ſpirit into the Lord's hands; 
and the laſt words which ſhe was heard to ſpeak 
were theſe: Lord, help; Lord Jeſus, help; dear 
Jeſus, bleſſed Jeſus !—— And thus, upon the Lord's 
day, between nine and tenio'clock in the forenoon, 
ſhe ſlept ſweetly in Jeſus, and began an everlaſting 
ſabbath, Feb. 19, 1670. | 
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of God when he awas between tuo and ihres 
with a brief account of his life and death. 


1. A Certain little child, when ne ul unt 
ſpeak plain, would be crying after Gun, 


years 'old; 


tel ee ef ben tbr R 
0 He could not endure to be put to bed with - 
2 but would put his parents upon 
duty, and would with much devotion kneel donn, 
and withigreat patience and delight continue till 
duty Was at an end, without the deaſt ung 
17" 8 


Of a Child that was admirably affetted with the things | 


and was greatly deſirous to be taught geld 
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being weary ; and:he ſeemed never ſo well pleaſed 
as when he was engaged in duty. 
23. He could not be fatiefed with family duty; 
but would be oſt upon his knees, by himſelf, in one 
corner or other. 
4. He was much delighted to hear the word of 
JEL either read or preached, - 
He loved to go to ſchool, that he mi ght 
* ſomething of God, and would obſerve * 
| take great notice of what he had read, and come 
dome and ſpeak of it with much affeQtion ; and he 
would rejoice in his book, and ſay to his mother, 
| O mother, I have had a ſweet 14 on to day; will 
you pleaſe to give me leave to N20. my en that 
you may hear it? 
6. As he 'grew up he was more and more af- 
fected with the things of another world ; fo. that, 
if we had not received our information from one 
that is of undoubted higelity, it would ſeem in- 
eredible. 
i He quickly learned to read the rip, 
would, with great reverence, tenderneſs, and 
2 read till tears and ſobs were ready to hinder 


's. When be was at ſecret prayer he would weep 


3 
9. was wont oftentimes to complain of the 
- naughtineſs of his heart, and ſeemed to be mueh 
rie ved at the corruption of his nature, and for 
Actual fin. 
10. He bad a vaſt anderfanding in the things of 
God, even to a wonder, for one of his age. 
11. He was much troubled for the wandring of 
his thoughts in duty, and that he could not keep 
hid heart always fixed upon God and the work he 
was 3 and his ne n., raiſed. * K. 
8 | 12. 
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12. He kept a watch over his heart, and ob- 
ſerved the workings of his ſoul, and would com- 
lain that they were ſo vain and fooliſh, and ſo 
lietle buſied about ſpiritual things. AH 
13. As he grew up he grew daily in knowledge 
and experience, and his carriage was ſo heavenly, 
and his diſcourſe ſo excellent and experimental, that 
it made thoſe which heard it even aſtoniſhed. _ 
14. He was exconlingly importunate with God 
in duty, and would fo plead with him, and uſe ſuch 
arguments in prayer, that one would think it were 
impoſſible it ſhould enter into the heart of a child: 
he would beg, and expoſtulate, and weep, ſo that 
ſometimes it could not be kept from the ears of the 
neighbours: one of the ext houſe was forced to 
cry out, The prayers and tears of that child will 
| fink me to hell, becauſe by them he condemns my 


% neglect of prayer, and my flight performance of it. 
e 15. He was very fear ful of wicked company, 
j- and would oft beg of God to keep him from it, and 
that he might never be pleaſed in them that take 
87 delight in diſpleaſing God; and when he was at 
d any time in hearing of their wicked words, taking 
er the Lord's name in vain, or ſwearing, or any filthy 
words, it would even make him tremble, and ready 
7 to go home and my | 7h 
16, He abhorred lying, with his foul, 
he 17. When he had committed any fault, he was 
th eaſily convinced of it, and would get in ſome 
or corner and ſecret place, and with tears beg pardon 
: of God, and ſtrength againſt ſuch a fin, He had 
of a friend that oft watched him, and. liſtened at his 
chamber-door ; from whom I received this narra- 


tive. | 
13, When he had been aſked whether he would 
commit ſuch a ſin again, he would never promiſe 
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"abſolutely, becauſe he ſald his heart was naught; 
but he would Weep, and fay he hoped by che grace 
of God he ſhould not. pr Bi 
109. When he was left at home alane upon the 
Fabbath-days, he would be ſure not to ſpend any 
art of the day in idleneſs and play, but be buſied 
| In praying, reading in the bible, and getting His 
Pinne 00 Nan; 
20. When other children were playing, he would 
many a time and oft be ptaying. ee 
21. One day a certain perſon was diſcourſing 
with him about the nature, offices, and excelſenęy 
of Chrift, and that he alone can ſatisfy for our fitis, 
and merit everlaſting life for us, and about other of 
the great myſteries of redemption : he ſeemed 
ſavingly to underſtand them, and was greatly de- 
lighted with the difcourſe, © © © © 
22. Ove ſpeaking concerning the reſurrection 
of the body, he did acknowledge it; but that the 
ſame weak body, that was buried in the church- 
yard, mould be raiſed again, he thought very 
range; but with admiration yielded that nothing 
was impolfible to God: and that very day he Was 
taken fick unto death. cy © 
23. A friend of his aſked him Whether he were 
willing to die, when he was firſt taken ſick; he 


© anſwered, no; becauſe he was afraid of his fate as 


to another world: Why, child, faid the gther, 
thou didſt pray for a new heart, for a humble ahd 
. a ſincere heart, and I have heard thee: didſt thou 
not pray % thy heart? 1 hope T did, ſaid be. 
24. Not long after, the Tame perſon aſked him 
again, whether he were willing to die? be An- 
ſwered, Now I am willing; for 1 ſhall ;g0"to 
l + ALS 8 25. One 


Chriſt. „ 


FOR CHILDEEN, _ 13 
; 25. One afked him what would become of his | 
: ſiſter, if he ſhould die and leave her? He an- 

ſwered, the will of the Lord muſt be done. 

26. He till grew weaker and weaker, but car», - 
ried it with a great deal of ſweetneſs and patience, . 
waiting for his change; and at laſt did cheerfully 
commit his ſpirit unto the Lord, calling upon his 
name, and ſaying, Lord Jeſus, Lord Jeſus !—— 

In whoſe boſom he ſweetly flept, dying, as 1 re- _ 
member, when he was about ſix years old. 8 
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ExAMPLE In. 


Of a little Girl that was wrought ox when ſhe was. 
between four and five years old, with ſune account m 


1 „ —_—_— 


her holy life and triumphant death. * 
le z 18 * 17 a 
1 1. r 4. when ſhe was between four and 
y five years old, was greatly affected in-hears; 


ing the word of God, and became very ſolicitaus 
about her ſoul and everlaſting condition, weeping: 
bitterly to think what would become of ber in 
another world, aſking many queſtions concerning, 
God and Chriſt, and her own ſoul. So that this 
little Mary, before ſhe was full five years old, 


as 
T, ſeemed to mind the one thing needful, and to chooſe 
1d the better part, ahd fat at the feet of Chriſt many a 


time and oft with tears. * N 0 

2. She was wont to be much in ſecret duty, 
and many times came off from her knees with 
tears. Koen ii ee 1 

3. She would chooſe ſuch times and places for 
ſecret duty as might render her leſs obſerved by I 
others, and did aa * what ſhe poſſibly could 
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to conceal what ſhe was doing, when ſhe was en 
gaged in ſecret dux. | 5 
4. She was greatly afraid of hypocriſy, and of 


oy any thing to be ſeen of men, and to get com- 


mendation and praiſe; and, when ſhe had heard 


one of her brothers ſaying that he had been by him- 


ſelf at prayer, ſhe tebuked him ſharply, and told 


bim how little ſuch prayers were like to profit 


him, and that it was little to his praiſe to pray 
like a hypccrite, and to be glad that any ſhould 
know what he had. been doing. N 
5. Her mother being full of ſorrow after the 
death of her huſband, this child came to her mother, 
and aſked her why ſhe wept fo exceedingly ? Her 
mother anſwered, ſhe had cauſe enough to weep, 
becauſe her father was dead. No, dear mother, 


faid the child, you have no occaſion to weep ſo 
much, for God is a good God ſtill to you. 


6. She was a dear lover of faithful miniſters, Obe 
time, after ſhe had been hearing Mr. I bitater, ſhe 


ſaid, I love that man dearly for the ſweet words 


that he ſpeaks concerning Chriſt, - 
7. Her book was her delight, and what ſhe did 


read ſhe loved to make her own, and cared not for 
paſſing over what ſhe learned without extraordinary 
- obſervations and underſtanding : and many times 


ſhe was ſo ſtrangely affected in reading of the ſerip- 
ture, that ſhe would burſt into tears, and would 
hardly be pacified ; ſo greatly was ſhe taken with 
Chriſt's ſufferings the zeal of s ſervants, and 
the danger of a natural ſlate. | = 
8. She would complain oftentimes of the cor- 


ruption of her nature, of the hardneſs of her heart, 
that ſhe could repent no more thoroughly, and be 
no more humbled and grieved for her fins againk - 


* 


FOR GHILDREN, 18 


a good God; and, when ſhe did thus complain, it 
was with abundance of tears. | : 


4 9. She was greatly concerned for the ſouls of 

1 others, and grieyed to think of the miſerable con- 

'7Y dition that they were in upon this account, When 

1 ſhe could handſomely, ſhe would be putting inſome- + 

+ thing cone rning Chiiſt ; but, above all, he would 

7 do what ſhe could to draw the hearts of her bre- 

4 thren and ſiſters after Chriſt; and there were no | 
ſmall hopes that her example and good counſel] did 

a prevail with ſome of them, when they were ver 

young, to get into corners to pray, and to aſk very 

w gracious queſtions about the things of God. | 

10. She was very conſcientious in keeping the 

1 ſabbath, ſpending the whole time either in reading 

' or praying, or learnihg her catechiſm, or teaching 


her brethren and ſiſters. One time, when ſhe was 
left at home upon the Lord's day, ſhe got ſome 
other little children together, with her brothers and 
ſiſters, and, inſtead. of playing, as other naughty 
children uſed to do, ſhe told them that that was' 
the Lord's day, and that they ought to remember 
that day to keep it holy; and then ſhe told them 
how it was to be ſpent in religious exerciſes all the 
day long, except ſo much as was to be taken up in 
the works of neeeflity and mercy; then ſhe prayed”*. 
with them herſelf, and, among other things, begged 
that the Lord would give grace and wiſdom to thoſe 
little children, that they might know how to'lerye” 
him; as one of thoſe little ones in the company” 
with her told after wars. ⁴³: 
11. She was a child of great tenderneſs and 
compaſſion to all, full of bowels of pity, Whom 
| ſhe could not help, ſhe would, be ready to weep 
over; eſpecially, if ſhe ſaw her mother at any time 
Ra _ N B 2 Sx "EY trouble), a 
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troubled, The would quickly make her ſorrows her 
own, add weep for her. 
12. When her mother had been ſomewhat ſoliei- 
tous about any worldly thing, ſhe would, if ſhe 
could poſſibly, put her off ſrom her care one way or 
other. One time ſhe told her mother, O mother, 
the grace of God is better than that (meaning ſome- 
thing her mother wanted). IL had rather have the 


1 


grace and love of Chriſt than any thing in the 
world. 5 We 
13. This child was often muſing and buſied in 
the thoughts of her everlaſting work; witneſs that 
| Arange queſtion, O what are they doing: which are 
already in heaven? and ſhe ſeemed to be greatly 
deſirous to be among them that were praiſing, lov- 
ing, and delighting in God, and ſerving him with» 
| .outfin, Her language about ſpiritual matters made 
many excellent Ohriſtians to ſtand amazed, as 
{ Judging it ſcarce to be paralleled. 1 
14. She took great delight in reading of the 
ſcripture, and ſome part of it was more ſweet to 
Her than her appointed food : fhe would get-ſeveral 
choice ſcriptures by heart, and diſcourſe of them 
favourily, and apply them ſuitably, 3 
15. She was not altogether a ſtranger to other 
good books, but would be reading of them with 
much affection ; and where ſhe might ſhe noted the 
books, particularly obſerving what in the reading 
did me warm her heart, and ſhe was ready upon 
occaſion to improve it. W 5th 
16. One time a woman, coming into the houſe” 
in a great paſſion, ſpake of her condition, as if none 
were like hers, and it would never be otherwiſe; 
the child ſaid, it were a ſtrange thing to ſay, When 
it is night, it will never be day again, + © © 
8 855 8 44 | £ 17. At 41 
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717. At another time, à near relation of hers, 

being in ſome ſtraights, made ſome complaints; to 
whom ſhe ſaid, I have heard Mr. Garter ſay, a man 


may go to heaven without a penny in his purſe, 4 


but not without grace in his heart. 
18. She had an extraordinary love to the people 
of God; and, when ſhe ſaw any that ſhe thought 
feared the Lord, her heart would even leap for joy. 
19. She loved to be much by herſelf, and would 
be greatly grieved if ſhe were at any time deprived 
of a conveniency for ſecret duty; ſhe could not 
live without conſtant addreſs to God in ſecret, and 
was not a little pleaſed when. ſhe could go into a. 
corner to pray and weep. l | 
20, She was much in praiſing God, and ſeldom 
or never complained of any thing but ſin. © 
21. She continued in this courſe of praying to- 
and praiſing God, and great dutifulneſs and ſweet- 
neſs to her parents, and thoſe that taught her. any 
thing. She did greatly encourage her mother, 
while ſhe was a widow, and deſired that the abſence 


Ln 


of a huſband might, in ſome meafure, be made up 


ſtudied all the ways that could be to make her 
mother's. life comfortable. | - 


years old, ſhe ſickened; in which time ſhe car- 
ried it with admirable patience, and did what ſhe: 
could, with ſcripture: arguments, to ſupport and 


was. going to glory, and to prepare themſelves 'to- 
meet her in a leſſen eternity. x 77 

23. She was not many days: fick before ſhe be- 
came dangerous, of which 


rejoiced that ſhe was now going apace to Chriſt. 


} 


B. 3, for 


bythe dutifulneſs and holineſs of a child. She 


22. When ſhe was between eleven and twelve: 
encourage her relations to part with ber, as ſhe - 


e was ſenſible, and: 
She called to her friends, and ſaid, be not troubled, - 
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for I know I am one örf the Lord's own. One 
aſked her how ſhe knew that? She anſwered, the 
Lord hath told me that I am one of his dear chil» 


dren, - And thus: ſhe ſpoke with a holy confidence 
in the Lord's love to her ſoul, and was not in the 


leaſt daunted when ſhe ſpoke of her death; but 


ſeemed. greatly delighted in the apprehenſion af 
her nearneſs to her Father's houſe. And it was 
not long before ſhe was filled with joy unſpeakable 

in believing. - 3 
24. When ſhe lay juſt dying, her mother came 

to her, and told her ſhe was ſorry that ſhe had 

. © Teproved and corrected a good child ſo oft. ©: 
mother, ſaid ſhe, ſpeak not thus; I bleſs God, now” 
I am dying, for your reproofs and corrections tooz 


not been for your reproofs and correction. 
2385. Some of her neighbours, coming to ,vilit 
ber, aſked her, if ſhe would leave them ? She ans 
ſwered them, if you ſerve the Lord you ſhall come 
after me to glory, 7 | | 5 
- 26, A little before ſhe died ſhe had a great con- 
flict with ſatan, and cried out, I am none of his! 
Her mother ſeeing her in trouble, aſked her What 
was the matter? She anſwered, Satan did trouble 
me, but now, I thank God, all is well; I know I 
am none of his, but Chriſt's © + | 
F 27. After this, ſhe had a ſenſe of God's love, 
|; anda glorious fight, as if ſhe had ſcen the very 
| Heavens open, and the angels come to receive her z 
by which her heart was filled with joy, ad her 


tongue with praiſe, _ 1 7 1 
28. Being deſited, by the ſtanders- by, to give 


- 


anſwered, you ſhall know hereafter, ' And ſo, 
| TN n | | | I e 


1 


for it may be I might have gone to hell, if it has 


them a particular account. of what ſhe ſaw, the / 


I 
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10 an extaſy of joy and h@ly triumph, the went to 


heaven, when ſhe was about twelve years old, 
Hallljab ; 


EXAMPLE IV. - 


Of a child that began to look awards heaven a 2 
was about four years old, with ſome * peſages 
in her * and at her death, 


Certain little child, when ſhe was about 
| four years old, had a conſcientious ſenſe of 
her duty towards her. parents, becauſe the com- 
mandment ſaith, Honour thy father and 1 „ mother, 
And, though ſhe had little 2 of ucatiogs 
ſhe carried. it with the greateſt reverence 
parents imaginable, ſo that ſhe was no ſmall e wie 
as well as comfort to them. | 
2. It was an uſual thing for her to weep i ſhe 
ſaw her parents troubled, though herſelf had not 
been the occaſion of it. 

3. When ſhe came from ſchool, ſhe would with - 
griek and abhorrence ſay, that other children hat 

nned againſt God by ſpeaking grievous words, 
which were ſo bad that ſhe dared nat ſpeaks them | 
again, 8. 1 
4. She wduld be oftentimes admiring God's | 
mercy for ſuch goodneſs to her rather than to 
others; that ſhe ſaw ſome begging, others blind, 
ſome tones, and that ſhe wanted E chat 
was good for her. 

5. She was many a time and dre, in one place * 
or other, in tears upon her knees. | 

6. This poor little thing would be ready 0 
Lounſet other little Ln Ie how they ought "ip 


634 | 4 
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n | 
- - ferve God, and putting them upon getting by 


themſelves to pray; and hath been known, when 
her.friends have been abroad, to have been teach- 
mg children to pray, eſpecially upon the Lord's 


ys 5+, Fo 5 — 
7. She very ſeriouſly begged the prayers of others, 
that they would remember her, that the Lord would 
. give her grace. | ; | * 
8. When this child ſaw ſome that were laughs 
ing, whom ſhe judged to be very wicked, ſhe told 
them that ſhe fared that they had little reaſon to 
de merry. They aſked whether one might not 
laugh: She anſwered, No indeed, till you have 
grace; they who are wicked have more need to cry” 
than to laugh. Es " 
9. She would ſay, that it was the duty of pas 
rents, maſters, and miſtreſſes, to reprove thoie 
under their charge for fin, or elſe God will meet 
with them, 5 | 
; 10. She would be very attentive when ſhe read 
the ſcriptures, and be much affected with them. 
it. She would by no means be perſuaded to pro- 
fane the Lord's day, but would ſpend it in ſome 
good duties. FWW 
©. 42. When ſhe went to ſchool, it was willingly 


* and joyfully, and ſhe was very teachable, and ex- 


emplary to other children. x 
1% When ſhe was taken fick, one aſked her, 
Whether ſhe was willing to die? She anſwered, 
Ves, if God would pardon her fins, Being aſked, 
bow her ſins ſhould be pardoned ? ſhe anſwered, 
through the blood of Chriſt, 3 
14. She ſaid, ſhe did believe in Chriſt, and de- 
fired and longed to be with him, and did, with s 
great dea] of chearfulneſs, gie up her ſoul to 
bim. T 
IK fr 


' ; 


ron CHI'L IREN; _ 7 


There were many very obſervable paſſages in the 
life and death of this child, but the hurry and 9 
that her friends. were in buried them, 


87 — — 
EXAMPLE V. 


Of the pious hife and jeyſul death if 4 child; wa died: 
when he was about twelve years old, | 


| +. (OHARLES Bridgman had no ſooner ara to 
| ſpeak, but he betook himſelf to prayer. | 
2. He was _ prone to learn the things of God. 
3. He would be ſometimes teaching t their 
duty that waited upon him. 
4. He learned by heart many good. ina before 
he was well fit to go to ſchool; and, when he was: = 
ſent to ſchool, he carried it ſo, that. all that ob- 
ſerved him Sex did or might admire. him, Ol 
the ſweet nature, the good diſpoſition, the ſincere: 
religion, which was ia this child !' + - * 


: 5. When he was at fchool, what was it that he- 1 
deſired to learn, but Chriſt and him crucified! +: 77 

N 6. So religious and ſavory were his words, his 

, actions ſo- upright, his devotion ſo hearty, his-foar-.. 5 


of God ſo great, that many were ready to ſay, 3 
, they did of John, What manner of child ſball this be#* © 
7. He would be much. in reading the al Serig⸗ | 
tures, 5 
3 8. He was ben of more ſpiritual knowledge, 
and would be oft aſking very ſerious and admirable 
queſtions, _. 
9. He would not ſtir out of doors before he had! | 
poured out his ſoul to the Lord. 
5 r B. 1 10. whine 
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10. When he ate any thing, he would be dare to 


liſt up his heart unto the Lord for a bleſſing upon 


it; and, when he had moderately refreſhed himſelf 


by eating, he would not forget to acknowledge 
_ God's 1 in feeding him. 


11. He would not lie down in his bed till he had 
been on his knees; and, when ſometimes he had 
forgotten his duty, he would quickly get out of his 
bed, and, kneeling down upon his bare ROO aſk 


God for 2880 of that ſin. 


12. He would rebuke his brethren, if they were 
at any time too haſty at their meals, and did eat 
without aſking a bleſſing. His check was uſually 
this: Dare you do thus? God be merciſul to 11, this bit 


of 1 might choke us. 


| . His ſentences. were wiſe and weighty, and 
by t well become ſome ancient Chriſtian, 

14. His ſickneſs was a lingering diſeaſe, againſt 
which, to comfort him, one tells him of poſſeſſions 
that muſt fall to his portion, Aud what are they? 


ſaid he: I had rather have the kingdom of heaven than « 4 


thouſand h inheritances. 

15. 25 he was ſick he ſeemed much taken up 
with heaven, and aſked very ſerious queſtions about 
the nature of his ſoul, | 
156. After he was pretty well ſatisfied about that, 
he inquired how his ſoul might be ſaved ? the an- 
ſwer being made, by the applying of Chriſt's merits 
by faith, de was pleaſed with the anſwer, and was 


ready to give any one that ſhould deſire it an ac- 
count of his hope. 


17. Being aſked, whether he had rather live or 


die f he kh 7 dgſire to die, that 1 may go to my 
Saviour. 


18. His pains increaſing upon him, one aſked 


wo vhcther be would rather Rill endure thoſe, 


53S paint 


| bad T lived then, I would have run through the fire to 4 
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pains or forſake Chriſt? Alas, ſaid he, I know nt | 
what to ſay, being a child; for the e pains may ſtagger a | 
firong man, but I will firive to e the beſt that I can. 
Upon this he called to mind that martyr, Thomas: 
Binley, who, being in priſon, the night before his 
burning, put his finger into the candle, to knorr 
how he could endure the fire. O, ſaid the child, 


have gone to Chrift. | 

19. His fickneſs laſted en a at leaſt three 
days before his death, he propheſied his departure, | 
'and not only that he muſt die, but the very day. 
On the Lord's day, ſaid he, {ook to me: neither was: 
this a word of courſe, which may gueſs by his- 
often repetition, every day aſking, till the day came- 
indeed; What, is Sunday come? At laſt the looked - 
for day came on; and no ſooner had the ſun beaw--- 
tified that morning with its light, but he falls into - 
a trance; his eyes were fixed, his face cheerful, his 
lips ſmiling, his hands and face elaſped in a bow,, 
as if he would have received ſome bleſſed angel that 
was at hand to receive his ſoul; But he comes te 
himſelf, and tells them how he ſaw the ſweeteſt 
body that ever eyes beheld; who bid: him be of good: | 
cheer, for he muſt preſently go with him. 

20. One that ſtood near him, as now ſaſpeRing: 
the time of his diſſolution nigh, bade him ſay,, 
Lord, into thy hands I conimend my ſpirit, which 
is thy due: for why? thou haſt redeemed it, 0 * 
Lord, my God, moſt true! — 

21. The laſt words which he ſpake anocaixaidle- 
theſe: Pray, pray, pray, nay get pruy; and the-more * 
prayers the better all proſpers : Gad in the bet by/ician 3. 
into thy hands I commend my ſpirit. O Lord 2 eu, re. 
cerve my ſoul! Now claſe mine eyes: furgiur me, father,. 
mather, — oy all the world! Now Lam wellz, 
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my pain is n my joy is at hand, Lord, have 


mercy upon me O Lord, receive my ſoul unto thee And 
thus he yielded his ſpirit up unto the Lord, when 
he was about twelve years old. 


This narrative was taken out of Mr. Ambroſe's 


Life's ww: 
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EXAMPLE VI. 


Of « poor child that was awakened when he Was ale | 


fre youre old, 


| Certain very poor child, that had a very 

| bad father, but it was to be hoped. a very 

— mother, was, by the providence of God, 

ought to the fight of a godly friend of mine, who, 

upon the-firſt ſight of the child, had-a great pity 

for him, and took an affection to him, — bad 2 
mind to bring him up for Chriſt. 

2. At firft, he did with great ſweetneſs and kind- 
neſs allure the child 3 by which means it was not 
long before he got a deep inteteſt in} the heart 
of the child, and he began to obey him with more 
readineſs than children uſually. do their parents. 
3. By this a door was opened for a farther work, 
and he had a greater advantage to infti] ſpiritual 
principles into the foul of the child, which he was 
not. wanting in, as the gs gave opportunity, and 
the child was capable of. 

4. It was not long before the Lord was pleaſed 
to ſtrike in with the ſpiritual exhortations of this 
good man, fo that the child was brought to a liking 
of the things of God. 

5. He quickly learned great part of the aſſem- 


177 biy 8 catechiſm by heart, and that before he E 
read 


At om — © © —_ „ ©. 


— — 


mm hy ——— 7. 


read his primer within book; and he took a great 
delight in learning his catechiſ v. 

6. He was not only able to give « very good ac- 
count of his catecdiſm, but he would anſwer ſuck 
queſtions as are not in the catechiſm with greater 
underſtanding than could be expected from one of 
his age. 

7. "He twok great delight in diſcourſing about 
the things of God; and, when my friend had been 
either praying or readings or expounding or repeat- 
ing of ſermons, he feeined very attentive, and ready 
to receive the truths of God, and would, with in- 
credible gravity, diligence, and affeQion, wait till 
duties were ended, to the no ſmall joy and admira- 
tion of them which obſerved him. 

8. He would aſk very excellent queſtions, and: 
diſcourſe about the condition of his ſoul and heas- 
venly things, and ſeemed mightily concerned what 
would become of his ſoul when he ſhould die;: : Ao 
that his diſcourſe made ſame chriſtians even to· 
ſtand aſtoniſhed. 

9. He was greatly taken with the great kindneſk 
of Chriſt in dying for ſinners, and would be in tears 
at the mention of them; and ſeemed at a ſtrange 
ny to be affected with the unſpeakable love of 

hriſt. | 


10 When nobody had ben Tpeaking to him he 


would burſt out into tears; and, being -aſked the“ 


reaſon, he wguld ſay, that the very thoughts of 
Chriſt's love tb ſinners, in ſuffering for chan wade 
him that he could not but cry. | 

11. Befbre he was fix years old he mels cone. 
ſcience of ſecret duty; and, when he prayed, it 
was with ſuch extraordinary meltings, that his eyes 


have looked red and fore with weeping by himſelf © p 


for his ins, E 
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12. He would be putting of chriſtians upon 
ſpiritual diſcourſe „hen he ſaw them, and ſeemed 
little ſatisfied unleſs they were en of good 
things. 
13. It is evident that this poor child's thoughts 
were very much buſied about the things of another 
world, for he would oftentimes .be talking to his 
'dedfellow, at midnight, about the matters of his 
foul; and, when he could not ſleep, he would take 
heavenly conference to be ſweeter than his ap- 
pointed reſt, This was his uſual cuſtom, and 
thus he would provoke and put forward an experi- 
enced chriſtian to ſpend waking hours in talk of 
God and the everlaſting reſt. _ 
14. Not long after this, his good mother died, 
which went very near his heart, for he greatly | 
honored his mother, 
15. After the death of his mother, he would 
often repeat ſome of the promiſes that are made 
unto fatherleſs children, eſpecially that in Exod; 
. xXii, 22. Le. ball not affliet any widow, or the 1 
Ef child; if thou aſſlict them in any wiſe, and they cry 
at all unto me, I will ſurely hear their cry, — — Theſe 
words he would —_ repeat with tears, and ſay, 1 
am fatherlefs and motherleſs upon earth, yet, if 
any wrong me, I have a Father in heaven who will 
take my part; to him I commit myſelf, and in him 
is all my truſt. 8 | 
16. Thus he continued in a courſe of holy du- 
ties, living in the fear of God, and ſhowed wonder- 
ful grace lor a child, and died ſweetly. in the faith 
of Jeſus. - 
My friend is a judicious chriſtian of many years 
experience, who was no ways related to him, but a 
conſtant eye and ear witnels of his godly life, and 


honorable and cheerful death, from whom I received 
| this information. | | EAN 
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dition; but it pleaſed God to raiſe, in the heart of 


charity but his miſery. My friend, eying the glory 


. 
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FOR CHILDREN, 27 
EXAMPLE VII. 


Of a notorious wicked child, that was token up from 
begging, and admirably converted; with an account of 
_ life and joyful death when he was nine years 


* 


I, Very poor child, of the pariſh of Næwington- 
Butts, came begging to the door of a dear 
chriſtian friend of mine, in a moſt lamentable con- 


my friend, a great pity and tenderneſs towards this 
poor child, ſo that, in charity, he took him out of 
the ſtreets, whoſe parents were unknown, who had 
nothing at all in him to commend him to any one's 


of God, and the good of the immortal ſoul of this 
wretched creature, diſcharged the pariſh of the 
child, and took him as his own, deſigning to bring 
him up in the fear of the Lord. A noble piece of 
charity]! And that which did make the kindneſs 
far the greater was, that there ſeemed to be very 
little hopes of doing any good upon this child, for 
he was a very monſter of wickedneſs, and a thou- 
ſand times more miſerable and vile by his ſin than 
by Eis poverty. He was running to hell as ſoon as 

he could go, and was old in naughtineſs when he 
was young in years; and one ſhall ſcarce: hear of 
one ſo like the devil in bis infancy” as this poor 
child was, What fin was there (that his age was 
was capable of that he did not commit? W hat by 
the corruption of his nature, and the abominable _ 
example of little beggar-boys, he was arrived at a 
ſtrange pitch of impiety. He would call filthy 
names, take God's name in vain, curſe and ſwear, 


* 


___ 


and do almoſt all kind of miſchief; and, as to any 


thing of God, worſe than a heathen, | 

2. But this fin and miſery was but a ſtronger 
motive to that gracious.man to pity him, and to do 
all that poſſibly he could to pluck this fire - brand 
out of the fire; and it was not long beſore the Lord 
was pleaſed. to let him underftand, that he had a 
deſign of everlaſting kindneſs upon the ſoul of this 
poor child: for, no ſooner had this good man taken 
this creature into his houſe, but he prays for him, 
and labors with all his might to convince him of 
his miſerable condition by nature, and to teach him 
ſomething of God, the worth of his ſoul, and that 
eternity of glory or miſery that he was born to; 
and, bleſſed be free grace, it was not long before 
the Lord was pleaſed to ſhow him, that it was 
himſelf which did put it into his heart to take in 
this child, that he might bring him up for Chriſt. 
The Lord ſoon ſtruck in with his godly inſtrue- 
tions, ſo that an amazing change was 4 in the 
child in a few weeks ſpace; he was ſoon convinced 
of the evil of his ways; no more news now: of his. 
calling of names, ſwearing, or curſing; no more 
taking of the Lord's name in vain ; now he is civil 
and reſpectful: and ſuch a ſtrange alteration Was 
wrought in- the child, that all the pariſh, that rang. 
of his villainy before, was now ready to talk of his 
reformation. His company, his talk, his employs 
ment, is now changed, and he is like another crea- 


ture; ſo that the glory of God's free grace began 


already to ſhine in him. ö 


3. And this change was not- only an external: 


one, and to be diſcerned abroad; but he would get 
by himſelf, and weep and mourn biiterly for his 
hortibly wicked Þ.fe, as might eaſily be perceived 
by them that lived in the houſe with bim ; , 
as. 1 
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FOR CHILDREN, EIT. 


4. It was the great care of his, godly maſter to 
ſtrike in with those convictions which the Lord had 
made, and to improve them all he could; and he 
was not a little glad to ſee. his labor was not in vain 
in the Lord: he ſtill experiences that the Lord doth 
carry on his own work mightily upon the heart of 
the child; he is ſtill more and more broken under 
a ſenſe of his undone ſtate by nature; he is often 


in tears, aud e ſt and miſerable con- 


dition. When his maſter did ſpeak of the things 
of God, he liſtened earneſtly, and took in with 
much delight and affeQion what he was taught. 
Seldom was there any diſcourſe about ſoul, mattere, 
in his hearing, but he heard as if it were for his 
life, and would weep greatly. 8 
5. He would, after his maſter had been ſpeaking. 
to him or others of the things of God, go to him 
and queſtion with him about them, and beg of him 
to inkruck and teach him farther, and to tell him 
thoſe things again, that he might remember and 
underſtand them better. . et HY 
6. Thus he continued ſceking after the know- 
ledge of God and Chriſt, and piactiſing holy duties, 
till the ſickneſs came into the houſe with which the 
child was ſmitten : at his firſt ſickening, the poor 
child was greatly amazed and afraid, and, though 
his pains were great and his diſtemper very tedious, 
yet the ſenſe of bis ſin, and the thought of the 
miſerable condition that he feared his ſoul was fill 
in, made his trouble ten. times greater; he was in 
grievous agonies of ſpirit, and his former fins ſtared 
him in the face, and made bim tremble; the poiſon 
of God's arrows did even drink up his ſpirit; the 


ſenſe of fin and wrath was ſo great, that he could 


not tell what in the world to do; the weight of 
God's diſpleaſure, and the thoughts of lying under 


* — 
pe * 


it to all eternity, did even break him to pieces, and 
He was a miſerable ſinner, and he feared that he 
fo many, that there were no hopes for him. He 
was not by fer ſo much concerned for his life as 
for his foul; what would become of that for ever! 
Now the plague upon his body ſeemed nothing to 
that which was in his foul, — 

to ſend one to take care of his. ſoul, who urged to 
made to one in his condition; telling him, that 


creature as he was. But this poor child found it 
a very difficult thing for him to believe that there 


been. 


30 Aro 
he did cry out very bitterly what ſhould he do! 
ſhould ge to-hell;- his ſins had been ſo great and 


7. But, in his great diſtreſs, the Lord was pleaſed 
him the great and precious promiſes which ere 
there was enough in Chriſt for the chiefeſt of fin- 


ners, and that he came to ſeek and ſave ſuch a loſt 


was any mercy for ſuch a dreadful finner as. he hat 


8. He was heard to cry out of himfelf, not on th: 
for his ſwearing and lying, and other outwardly ho 


.© "notorious fins; but he was in great horror for the ric 


ſin of his nature, for the vileneſs of his heart, and at 


original corruption under it; he was in fo greit %o 
anguiſh, that the trouble of his ſpirit made him, ny: 


and tears himſelf, but he begged the prayers of 


à great meaſure, to forget the pains of his body. of 


9. He did very particularly confeſs and bewail be 


his fins with tears; and ſome fins ſo ſecret, that o! 


none in the world could charge him with. | 

10. He would condemn himſelf for fin, as de- ex 
ſerving to have no mercy, thbught that there wa Wy="c 
not a greater ſinner in all London than himſelf, and 
he abhorred himſelf as the vileſt creature he knew. 
11. He did not only pray much with ſtrong cries 


Chriſtians for him. ; 


a 
12, be 
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FOR CHILDREN, qr. 
12. He would aſk Chriſtians, whether they 
thought there were any hopes for him, and would 
beg of them to deal plainly with him, for he was 
greatly afraid of being deceived. tr. 
13. Being informed how willing and ready the 
Lord Jeſus was to accept of poor ffnners, upon 
their repentance and turning, and being counſeled 
to venture himſelf upon Chriſt for mercy and ſal- 
vation, he ſaid he would fain caſt himfelf upon 
ed WJ Chriſt, but he could not but wonder how Chriſt 
to Wl (hould be willing to die for ſuch a vile wretch as he 
ere was; and he found it one of the hardeſt things in 
nat the world to believe. 5 | | 
in 14. But, at laſt, it pleaſed the Lord to give him 
oft e ſome ſmall hopes that there might be mercy for 
it him, for he had been the chiefeſt of ſinners; and he 
ere was made to lay a little hold upon ſuch promiſes 
aas this, Come unte me, all ye that are are and heavy 
laden, and I will give you reft. But, oh! how did 
ny this poor boy admire and bleſs God for the leaſt. 


G 


diy hopes ! how highly did he advance the free and 
they ich grace that ſhould pity and pardon him] and, 
and at att, he was full of praiſe and admiring of God, 
reit o that, (to ſpeak in the words of a good man that 


was an eye and ear witneſs) to the praiſe and glory . 

of God be it ſpoken, the houſe at that day, for all 

the ſickneſs in it, was a little lower heaven, ſo full 

of joy and praiſe, © | ee, ; 
15. The child grew exceedingly in knowledge, 

experience, patience, humility, and ſelf- abhor rente. 


Win and he thought he could never ſpeak bad enough f 
and imſclf; the name that he would call himſelf by 

wo. was a toad. La CE 

-ries 16. And, though he prayed before, yet now the 
Lord poured out upon him the ſpirit of prayer in an 


xtraordinary manner for one of his age, ſo that 


? 
432 


the 


dom. 


A. TOKEN , 


no he. prayed more frequently, more earneffly, 
more ſpiritually, than ever. 


O haw eagerly would 
he be 


to be waſhed in the blood of Jeſus ! and that 
ing of kings and Lord of lords, that was over 
heaven, earth, and fea, would pardon and forgive 
him all bis fins, and receive his ſoul into his king- 
And what he ſpoke, it was with ſo much life 


and fervor of ſpirit, as that it filled the hearers with 


aſton iſh nent and joy. 


17, He had no ſmall ſenſe of the uſe and excel. 
lency of Chriſt, and ſuch longings and breathings 
of his foul after him, that, when mention had been 


made of Chriſt, he hath. been read 
out of his bed for joy. 
„ 18, When he was told, th 


y almoſt to leap 


at, if he ſhould recover, 


he muſt not live as he lift, but he muſt give up 
himſelf to Chrift, and be his child and ſervant, bear 
His yoke, and be obedient unto his holy laws, and 
live a holy life, and take his croſs, and fuffer mock- 
ing and renro:ch, it may. be perſecution, for his 


__ «name's fake 
Jou willing 


: Now, child, (ſaid one to him) are 
to have Chrift upon ſuch terms ? he 


ſignificd his willingneſs by the earneſtneſs of his 
look and words, and. the caſting, up of his eyes to 


heaven; faying, yes, with all m 
helping me, I will do this, 
19. Vet he had many d 


y ſoul, the Lord 


:ts- and fears, and was 


ever and anon harping upon that, that, though he 
were willing, yet. Chriſt: he feared was not willing 
to accept him, becauſe of the greatneſs of his lins. 


yet his hopes were greater than his fears. 
20. The Wedneſday before he died, 


the child 


lay as it were in a trance for about half an hour, in 
which time he thought he ſaw-a- viſion of angels: 
when he was out of his trance he was a little une 


eaſy, and aſked; his nurſe why ſhe did not let 


him 


* 
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FOR CHILDREN. TW y | 
ov? Go whither, child, ſaid ſne? Why, along with W 
thoſe brave gentlemen, ſaid he; but they told me 
they would come and fetch me away, for all you, 
on Friday next. And he doubled his words many 
times, upon Friday next thoſe brave gentlemen will | 
come for me; and upon that day the child died 7 
Joy fully. | | * ** e 1 

21. He was very thankful to his maſter, arid very 
ſenſible of his great kindneſs in taking him up out 4 
1. Jof the ſtreets when he was begging, and he admired 
os Nat the goodneſs of God, which put it into the mind 
en N of a ſtranger to look upon, and to take ſuch fatherly _ 
ap care of, ſuch a pitiful, ſorry, creature as he was. 

O my dear maſter, ſaid he, I hope to ſee you in 
er, WH heaven; for, I am ſure you will go thither. O 
up bleſſed, bleſſed, be God, that made you to take pity 
ar upon me; for I might have died, and have gone to 
nd the devil, and have been damned for ever, if it had 
k- not been for you! l 225 
his. 22. The Thurſday before he died, he afked a 
are Wl very godly friend of mine what he thought of his 
he condition, and whither his foul was now going? 
his WW for, he ſaid, he could not ſtill but fear left he ſhould” 
to deceive himſelf with falſe hopes: at which my friend 
rd ſpoke to him thus: Child, for all that I have endea- 
voured to hold forth the grace of God in Chriſt to 

s thy ſoul, and give you a warrant, from the word of 
he Wl God, that Chriſt is as freely offered to you as to any 
ing ſinner in the world; if thou art but willing to ac- 
n cept of him, thauu mayeſt have Chriſt and all that 
thou doſt want with him; and yet thou giveſt way 
ile to theſe thy doubtings and fears, as though I told 
in i thee nothing but lies: thou ſayeſt thou feareſt that 
Is: Wl Chriſt will not accept of thee, I fear thou art not 
n. heartily willing to accept of him. The child an- 
im Wl ſwered, Indeed 1 am, Why then, child, if thou art 

| Dt ENG unfeignedly | 


77 
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34 A TOKEN 


_  unfeignedly willing to have Chrift, I tell thee he is 
a thouſand times more willing to have thee, and 
waſh thee, and ſave thee, than thou art to deſire it, 
And now at this time Chrift offers himſelf freely to 
. thee again; therefore receive him humbly by faith 
into thy heart, ard bid him welcome, for he deſerv- 
eth it. Upon which words the Lord diſcovered 
his love to the child, and he. gave a kind of leap in 
his bed, and ſnapped his finger and thumb together 
with abundance of joy, as much as to ſay, Well, 
yea all is well, the match is made, Chriſt is willing 
and I am willing too, and now Chriſt is mine and 
I am his for ever! And, from that time forward, 
in full joy and aſſurance of God's love, he continued 
earneſtly praiſing God, with deſiring to die, and be 
with Chriſt, And on Friday morning he ſweetly 
went to reſt, uſing that very e Into thy 
hands, Lord, I commit my ſpirit, He died punctually 
at that time which he had ſpoken of, and in which 
he expected thoſe angels to come to him. - He was 
not much above nine years old when he died, 
This narcative I had from a judicious holy man, 
unrelated to him, who was an eye and ear witnels 


to all theſe things. TAY 
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CHILDREN: 
THE SECOND PART. 


A father Account of the Converſion, holy 
and exemplary Lives, and joyful deaths, 


of ſeveral other young Children, not 8 
liſhed in the firſt Part. 


— — 
By JAMES JANEWAY, 
MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 
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CHRISTIAN READER, 


: 


N the former part of my Token for Children, I Gia 
in part promiſe, that, if that piece met with 
kind entertainment, it might be followed with a 
ſecond of the ſame nature. If it did not ſeem a 
little to ſavor of vanity, I might tell the world what 
encouragement; I have met with in this work; but 
this 1 will only ſay, that I have met with ſo much 
as hath made me give this little book leave to go 
abroad into the World. I am not alſo ignorant 
what diſcouragement I may meet with from {ome z 
but, as long as I am ſure I ſhall not meet with 
this, that it is improbable, if not impoſfibſe, that 
it ſhould ſave a ſoul, I think the reſt may cally be 
anſwered, or warrantably flighted. But becaule I 


am perſuaded, by ſome, that one example in the 


former, vis. that of a child that began to be ſerious 
l - - ©. between © 


— 


- 
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ble, and they did tear might ſomewhat prejudice 
the authority of the reſt, I ſhall ſay ſomething to 


or play, or ſomewhat that might ſuit a carnal mind; 


contempt and ſcorn to them, much more, in ſuch as 


ner, hold, never hope it; heaven ſhall never be 


ere long, be fully anſwered; and the hoſannas and 


dlaſphemies, and jeers, and then thou wilt be 
ſilenced; and, except converting grace turn thy 
heart quickly, thou wilt for ever rue thy madneſs 
And folly, when it is too late to remedy it, 


Firſt, conſider who it is that I had this example 


_ * © Surry, a woman of that | 
© Chrift, for her exemplary piety, wiſdom, expert 
- ence, and fingular wachfulneſs oyer every punctilia 
that the ſpeaks, that I queſtion not but that h 
name is precious to moſt of the miniſters of & 


* 
*. 
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between two an three years old, was ſcarce credi. 


anſwer that. They who make this objection are 
either good or bad. If bad, I never expect to 
ſatisfy them, except I was £0-tell them of a romance 


it is like holineſs in older perſons, it is a matter of 


theſe I mention, The truth of it is, it is no won- 
der At all to ms, that the ſubjects of Satan ſhould 
not be very well pleaſed with that whoſe deſign is 
to undermine the intereſt of their great maſſer. 
Nothing will ſatisfy ſome, except Cariſt and holi- 
neſs may be degraded and vilified. - But hold, fin- 


turned into hell for thy ſake; and, as for all thy 
atheiſtical objeQions, ſcoffs, and jeers, they ſhall, 


hallelujahs of theſe babes ſhall condemn thine oaths, 


' But if the perſons that make this objeQion be 
godly; I queſtion 'not but that 1 may give them 


reaſonable ſatisfaction. 


from. It was one Mrs. Ppefries, in Long - lone, in 
Mary Magdalen Bermondſey e in the county 0 
1 fame in the church 


r 
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ſhe hath ſpoken Doch 


f is EE That the 


FSREF4 Eh 


d ire 


Ti 


ay 

Tk to A: th 
t truth ; only in this 

ſhe failed, = that ſhe ſooke not by far ſo much as 


ſhe mi cht have done concerning that ſweet babe, 


mony, 


any; ng! a 214 
this matter with her, 


1 05 


1 1 ih add, that I have, ſince that, ſeen a godly 
ntlem 


an out of the country, that did proteſt to 
— that he had ſeen as much as that in a little one 
of the ſame age, who ſince that time I hear went 
ſweetly to heaven. Doth not the reverend Mr. 


Clark, in his works, quote a child of two years 


old that looked towards heaven? Doth not credible 
hiſtory acquaint us with a martyr at ſeven. years 
old, who was whipped almoſt to death, and never 
ſhed one tear, nor complained ; and at laſt his head 
was ſtruck off? 1 do not ſpeak of theſe as common 
matters, but record them among thoſe ſtupendous 
acts of him that can as eaſily work wonders as not. 
What is too hard for the Almighty ? - Hath God 
ſaid he will work no more wonders ? I think moſt 
of God's works in the buſineſs of converſion, call 
for admiration; and I believe that filence, or rather 
praiſe, would better become ſaints, than queſtioning 
the truth of ſuch things, eſpecially where an ap- 
arent injury. is thereby done to the intereſt of 
brit the honor of God's 77 and the reputa- 
tion of ſo eminent a ſaint. I judge this ſuſhcient 
to ſatisfy moſt; as for others, I trouble not myſelf: 
: * may but promote the intereſt of Chriſt and the 
of ſouls, and give up my account with joy, 
rd would bleſs my en- 
deavours to theſe ends, I beg the prayers of all 
ſaints, and yours alſo, _ children, that fear the 


94 * 
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Lord. And that parents and maſters would afifi 
me with their warm application of theſe things, 
and that their children may be their crown and 
. their joy, is the prayer of one that deſires to love 

| Che and my cle ren dearly. en en 
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EXAMPLE rn 1 
Of a child that was very ſerious at years old, with 1 
an account 0 2 comfortable deat kj be as alu. 
years and three weeks old. 


d Of I 2 
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OHN SUDLOW was born of ef pa- 

5: rents in the county of Middle x,whoſe great 
care was to inſtil ſpiritual principles into him as 
ſoon as he was capable of was gerte them : 
whoſe endeavours the Lord was pleaſed to crown 
wich the deſited ſucceſs: ſo that 10 uſe the expreſ- 
pn of a holy man concerning him} ſcarce more 

uld be expected of deſired from fo little a one. 

2, When he was ſcarce able to ſpeak. plain, he, 
ſcemed to have a very great awe and nce of 
God upon. his ſpirit, and à ftrange ſenſe, of the 
things of another world, as ht eaſily be per- 
ceived. by thoſe ſerious and js pegs queſtions 
which he Fouls be often aſking of thoſe Chriſtians | 
that he thought he 15 be bold with, 


3. The fi;ſt thing that did moſt affect him, and” 
make him endeavour td eſcape from the wrath to 
come, and to inquire what he ſhould do ts be ſaved, © 
was the death of a little N When he ſaw , 
him wikhout a and not able to peak or tir, 

| 4 und, 


- * 


2 A T6EKEN 


and, when carried out of doors, and put into a pit 
hole, he wis greatly concerned, and aſked ſurpriſin im 
queſtions about him z hut t tha, which was — 


affecting to himſelf and others, was, whether he th: 
muſt die too; which being anſwered, it made ſuch aft 
a deep impreffion upen him, that, from that time co 
forward, he was exceeding ſerious; and this was th 
when he was about four years old, _ ih 


4. Now he was defirous to know what he might 
do that he might lee in another world; what he fi 
muft avoid, that he might not die for ever: being Ja 
inſtruQed by his godly parents, he ſoon labours t be 
avoid whatfoever might diſpleaſe God :; now tl of 
Him that any thing was ſinful; and that God would 
not have bio to do it, and he is eafily kept from it: 
rh at this time of day, the ppprobeaions of God 
, and eternity, laid * reſtraipt port 
Kim; tht "ks 1 uld not, for a world, have told a The, 
Th e quick 8 to read exact y, and took 
ſuc pro Ob og; ia ry ding the Scriptures, and his 
iſm, and other good books, that it is ſcafte 
-to be ea. e would na urilly run to his 
book without biddin ng when he came home from 
ſchool, and when other children of his age and a. 
quainiance. were playing, he ö It bis re- 
creation to be doing that which is 
6 Y hen he was in coats he . be aſking 1 
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8. He was exceeding careful of redeeming. and 
improving time; ſcarce a moment of it but he would 
give an excellens account of the expente of it; fa 


and will queſttonlefs' condemn their idle and unac- 
countable waſting of thoſe preajous hours, in which 
they ſhould, as this ſweet child, have been 9 
in proviſion for eternity. 


— WW. ˙— : ˙ V ̃ A TR. WF 


ſlightly, but whatſoever he read, he dwelt upon it, 
laboured to underſtand it thoroughly and remem- 
ber itz what He could not underſtand,” he would 
oft afk his father or mother the mann. 
10. When «ny Chriſtian friends have been diſ- 
courſing with his father, if they began g talk any 
thing t religion; to be ſure they ſhould have 
his company, arid of his owt: accord he would leave: 
all to hear any thing of Chriſt; and crept-as cloſe? 
to them as he could; and liſtened as affectionately; 
though it were for an hour or two: He was ſcarce! 
ever known to expreſs the leaſt token of wearineſs 
while he was hearing anything that was godd; and, 
ſometimes when neighbours children would come 
and call him out, and entice him, and beg of him 
to go with them, he could by no means be per- 
1 ſuaded, „ K might have had the — 5 
| parents, if he any. hopes that an y 
4 would come to his Falbere houſe; : 
11. He was very modeſt while any ſtranger was 
preſent, and was lothe to aſk them any queſtions ; 
but, as ſoon 'as ' 
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he obſerved it, and would reflect upon what was 
= in their diſcourfezand deſire fatisfacton in what 
* not H at WINE” 73 BY 


N * 
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that this child _ have taught older perſons, 


9. He could not endure to read any thing over 


they were gone, he would let his | 
father know, that there was little ſaid or done but 


- — 


2 | 
„ 
4, 


ſwered, that angels were the moſt excellent of crea» 


8 3 A TOKxEN #24 
12. He was a boy of moſt prodigious parts for 
his age, as will appear from his. ſolid and rational 
queſtions ; I ſhall mention but two out of many. 
13, The firſt was this: when he was reading by 


"himſelf in Draiton's poems about Noah s flood and 
the ark, he aſked wos built the ark f it being an- 
_  ſwered, it was likely that Noah. hired men to help 


him to build it: and would they (faid he) build 
an ark to ſave another, and not go into it them» 
alves Ae Perk th p19 

14. Another queſtion he put was this: whether 
had. a greater glory, ſaints or angels? It being an- 


tures, and it is to be thought their nature is made 
capable of greater glory than man's, he ſaid he was. 


af another mind, and: his reaſon was, becauſe an- 
| gels were ſervants, and ſaints are children; and that 


riſt never took upon him: the nature of angels, 
but he took upon him the nature of ſaints; and, 
by being man, he hath advanced human nature 
above the nature of angels. N 
15. By this you may perceive the greatneſs: of 
his parts and the bent of his thoughts; and thus. 
he continued for ſeveral years together, labouring 


do get more and more ſpiritual knowledge, and to 


prepare ſor an endleſs life. . - J 
16. He was a child of an excellent ſweet tem- 
per, wonderful dutiful to his parents, ready and; 


joy ful to do what he was bid, and by no means 


would do any thing to diſpleaſe them; and, if they 


| * were at any time ſeemingly angry, he would not 
WE ttir from them till they were thoroughly reconciled 


do what he could to make others ſo too, eſpecially 


Over 


thoſe that were neareſt to him he was very watchful 
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over his brethren and ſiſters, and would not ſuffer- 
them to uſe any unhandſome words, or to do ang 
unhandſome actions; but he would be putting them 
upon that which was good; and when he did, at. 
any time, rebuke them, it was not childiſhly ane 
ſlighty, but with great. gravigy and ſeriouſneſs, as” 
one that was not a little concerned for God's ho- 
nour, and the eternal welfare of their ſouls, + _ 
18. He would go to his father and mother with 
great tenderneſs and compaſſion, (being far from - 
telling. of tales,) and beg of them to take more care 
of the fouls of his brethren and ſiſters, and to take 
heed leſt they ſhould go om in a ſinful Chriſtleſs- 
fate, and prove their ſorrow and ſhame, and go to 
hell when they died, and be ruined for ever. 
19; He was exceedingly affected with hearing 
of the word of God preached, and could not be ſa- 
tisfied except he could carry home much of the ſub- 
ſtance of what he heard: to this end he quickly got- 
to learn ſhort-hand, and- would give a-very pretty. 
account-ofiany ſermon that he heard. _ _ 
20. He: was much engaged in ſecretidaty and in 
reading the Scriptures : to be ſure morning and 
e would be by himſelf, and was, no- 
queſtion, wreſtling with Gd. 
21, He, would get choice Scriptures by heart,, 
and was very perfect at his catechiſ m. 
22. The- providence of God were not paſſed by/ 
without conſidærable obſervation by him. 
23, In the time of the plague he was exceedingly” - 
concerned about his foul and everlaſting Rate z-very/ 
much by bimſelf upon his knees. This prayer was : 
found Written in ſhort-hand after his death; 
O Lord God and merciful Father, tatd pity nun m, 
FTT 
a mare me one of tt rio / Has | 5 | 
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6 A TOKEN - 
O Lotd, . 1 5 this poi ſanous inſatri en; pro dier, 


not my will will be done, O Lord, on earth ts 
is in heaven. Lora, if ibo baft appornted me 
to wit by it, O 2 „ fit mt 151 death, and five mt & t 
gbod heart t6 bear uf under thy ibi. O Lord 7 
Gia and mertiful Fathing take pity pen me, thy child : 
teach ne, O Lord, thy word ; 71 mn ſtrong in faith, 
O. Lord, I havs fined again thet; Lord, pardon my 
fits ; I had Beer in hell long ago, if it Bail not beet for 
Mir O Lord; I pray i % beep ty pat entr in 
truth, and ſave them from this infection, if it bt t 
10 0 that they muy live to bring me up in thy tuth. O Lor 
1 pray iber, {9 ay tis mnfettion that rageth in this city, 
aud pardon their fins, Er them once bre, and ſer if 
they 7 wil 1 _ _ ave the, O _ om this 
infection, that I may tive to aiſe and ? 1 name: 
125 „0 Tord, if thou h e me t6 * of it, fit 
ery for death, that I may die with comfort ; and, O Lord, 
2 thee to help me to bear up under all affliftivns, for 
| 5 11. Amen, 

e was not a little concerned for the whole 
ation, and begged that God would pardon the fins 
of this land, and bring it nearer to himſelf, 

25: About the beginning of November, 1 b65 , this 
ſweet child was ſmitten with the diſterhp it he 
cartied it with admirable patience un 15 hand 
WF. re ſom 2 his dying exprefſi 
' 0 7 ing exprefſions. 

Thy Lord fl bs my ply 
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tian, for he will 

cute bath r foul ad bly. — fo is the J. ft hoſpital. 

It is the Lard, lit him do what Donal 

mM 255 1400. — Again. [ti 5 the Lord that nah 

| ewway my Nolfi, But I will Fr ob did, Bleſſed * 
tze name of « Km, I ul lite bon 
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of bis hand, 10 liad me through the dark vale of death, 
[ will rejoice in him / | | 
27. When a miniſter came to him, amon har 
things - — GY of _ 2 ſaid, this 
is a wicked world, yet it is good: to e 
1 | ny patents 
28. An hour and a half before 150 death, the: 
ſame minifter came again to viſit him, and aſked: 
him, Art thou not afratd to die? He anfweredy. No, 
if the Lord will but * eee Bu, 


faid the miniſter, how canſt thu expe | 
we deſerue an} He anſwered, e; 7 1 gd 


deſerts, I bad: been in bell long ago; But, replied the 
miniſter, which-way doff- thou expet? comfort and fal. 
vations 1 — thoa art a ſinner He anſwered; ins 
Chrifl alone. In whom; about an hour and 4: 
half aſter, he fell aſleep; ſaying he would take 
long fleepy charging them that nnn tim. hes. 
to awake him, | 


He ded when bs was tacks yearn three watt and | 


a day, olds 
p : N eee. 24 Ln 
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VN. LANE e at Calebrook, in — 
county of Buch, who was no ſooner. abte- 
to ſpeak plain-and- expreſs any» thigg confiderable- 
of reaſons but ſhe began to 9 were ſane 
tited from _ GEO. 
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2. She was: very ſolicitous about her ſoul, what 
would become of it when ſhe ſhould die, and Where 
ſhe ſhould live for ever, and what ſhe ſhould do to 
be ſaved, when ſhe was about five years old. - | 
3. She was wont to be often engaged in ſecret: 
prayer, and pouring out of her ſoul in ſuch a man- 
ner as is rarely to be heard of in one of her years. 
4. I, having occafion to lie at Colebrock, tent ſor 
her. father, an old diſciple, an Haelite indeed, and 
deſired him to give me ſome account of his experi- 
ences, and how the Lord firſt wrought upon him. 
85. He gave me this anſwer, that he was, from a. 
child ſomewhat civil, honeſt, and, as to man, hatm- 
leſe, but was little acquainted with the power of re- 
ligion till this ſweet child put him upon a thorough« 
'  . Inquiry into the ſlate of his ſoul, and would fill de 
begging of him, and pleading with him, to redeem 
his time, and to act with life and vigour in the 
things of God; which was no ſmall demonſtration. 
to him of the reality of inviſibles, that a very babe 
and ſuckling ſhould: ſpeak. ſo feelingly about the 
things of God, and be fo greatly concerned. not 
only about her own ſoul, but about her father's toe,. 
which was the occaſion of his converſion and the 
very thought of it was-a quickening to him fer: 
thirty years, and he hopes never to wear off the 
_ impreſfhons of it from his ſpirit. | ? 
6. After this ſhe (as | remember) put her father 
upon family duties; and if, at any time, he was. 
long abſent from his ſhop, ſhe would find+him out, 


and; with much ſweetneſs and humility beg of him« 
to come home, and to remember the-preciouſneſs. 


ok time, for- which we muſt all give-an-account, 


7. She was. 8 ſhe ſaw any that converſed· 


with her father, if they were unprofitable, unſavo- 
xy, or long in their. di 


unce-of common things. 
| 8 Hen 
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FOR CHILDRES. 9 
8. Her own language was the language of Canaan. 
How ſolidly, pro abl „and ſpiritually, would ſhe . 
talk !' So that ſhe —— good people take great de- 
light in her company, and juſtly drew the admira - 
tion of all that Knew her. 

9. She could not endure the company of com 
mon children nor play, but was quite above all 
thoſe things which. moſt children- are taken with 3 
her buſinels was to be reading, + Prafing, diſcourſin 
about the things of God, and any kind of Sint | 
that her age and frength were capable of: : idle ſhe- 
would not be by any means. 

10; It was the greateſt recreation to wr to hear- 
any good people talking about God, Chriſt, their-_ 
ſouls, the Scripture, or any thing that concerned 
another-hfe; - 

11. She had a ſtrange contempt of the world. 
and ſcorned thoſe things which moſt are too much 
pleaſed with. She could not be brought to wear 
any laces, or any thing that fre thought ſupere- 
fluous. 

12 She would be N to her parents if 
ſhe ſaw any thing in them that judged” would* 
not be for the honor-of religion, or r faitable to that 


condition in which the providence of God, bad ſee: 
them in the world. 


13: The child was the joy and delight ob all he-"- 


Chriſtians thereabout im thoſe times, who was ſtil, 
quickening and raiſing of the fpirits of thoſe that 
talked witk her, This poor babe was a great helps - - 
to both father and mother; and* her memory: 18. 
ſweet to this day. 

14. She continued thus to walk as a ſtranger i in 
the world, and one that was making haſte to a 


better place, - And after ſhe had done a great dea® - WM 
6. mark for. God and her own * n 2 


* 
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ſhe was called home to reſt, and received inte the 
arms of Jeſus bofore ſhe was ten years olxe. 
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EXAMPLE x. 


Of a child that was awakened when br was betwrert 
ſeven and eight years old, with ſome account of ber 
laſt hours and triumphant death. 0 

RHI ALDER was the daughter of a holy 

and reverend. miniſter in Mut, who lived near 


Graveſend. She was much inſtructed in the Holy 
Scripture and her catechiſm by her father and 


mother, but there appeared nothing extraordinary 


© her till ſhe was between ſeyen and eight years: 


old. b i i i ; ＋ 

2. About which time, when ſhe was ſick, one 
aſked her, What ſhe thought would become of her if 
ſhe ſhould die? Sbe anſwered, that ſhe was greatly 
afraid that ſhe ſhould go to hell. | 


3- Being aſked why ſhe was afraid of going to- 


hell, ſhe anfwered, becauſe ſhe feared ſhe did not 
love God. POR” 

4. Again, being aſked. how ſhe did know ſhe did 
not love. God, ſhe rephed, what have I done for 
God ever fince I was born? And beſides this, I 
have been taught, that he that loves God keeps his: 
commandments, but I have kept none of them at; 
all. : 


one ſhe did not ſee. 


— all an ans ans an at 


. Being farther demanded if he would not faite. 
love God, ſhe anſwered, yes, with all her heart, if * 
could, but ſhe found it a hard thing: to love 
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6. She was adviſed to beg of God a heart to love 
him : She anſweted, ſhe was afraid it was too Jate, 
7. Being aſked again whether ſhe was not ſorry 
that ſhe could not love God, ſhe anſweted, yes, but 


0 


was ſtill afraid it was too late. 

8. Upon this, ſeeing her in ſuch a deſponding 
condition; a dear friend of her's ſpent the next day 
in faſting and prayer for her. | 

9. After this, that Chriftian friend aſked her 
how ſhe did now; ſhe anſwered, with a great deal 
of joy, that now, ſhe bleffed the Lord, ſhe loved 
the Lord Jefus dearly, the felt ſhe did love him ; 
O, ſaid ſhe, I love him dearly ! E 

10. Why, ſaid her friend, did you not ſay yeſ- 

N terday, that you did not love the Lord, and that 

you could not? What did you mean to ſpeak fo 

ſtrangely ? Sure ſaid ſhe, it was Satan that did put 
| it into my mind ? but now I love him: O, bleſſed 

: be God for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 

N 11. After this, ſhe had a diſcovery of her ap- 

. proaching diſſolution, which was no fmall comfort 
to her: Anon, ſaid ſhe, with a holy triumph, I hall 
be with Jeſus, I ami married to him ; he is my hu 

band, I am his bride; I have given myſelf to him, 
and he hath given himſelf to me, and I ſhall live 

with him for evet! eee d d ar 
12. This ſtratige language made the bearers 
ſtand aftoniſhed : but thus ſhe continued for ſome 
little time, in 4 kind of exftacy of joy, admiting 
the excellency of Chriſt, rejoicing in her intereſt in 
him, and longing to be with him, | 

13. Aﬀter a While, ſome of her friends, ſtanding 

by her, obſerved more than an ordinary carneſtneſs 

and fixedneſs in her countenance; they ſaid, one 
to ahother, look how earneſtly ſhe looks, ſure the 
ſeeth fomething. | ** 


rr 


14. One 


* 


14. One aſked, what it was ſhe fixed her eyes 
upon ſo eagerly? I warrant, ſaith, one that was by, 
ſhe ſeeth death coming. 


— 


15. No, ſaid ſhe, it is glory that I fee, it is that 


I fix my eye upon. | e 
16. One aſked her what glory was like? She an- 
fwered I cannot ſpeak what, but I am going to it ;. 


will you go with me? I am going to glory. O that 


all of you were to go with me to that glory! With 
which words her ſoul took wing, and went to the 
poſſeſſion of that glory which ſhe had ſome believ- 
iog ſight of before. She died when ſhe was be« 
tween eight and nine years old. e 


— 
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Of a child tat was greatly: affefted with the things" 
of God when fhe was very young, with an ea 
account of her admirably carriage on her death-beds _ 


Uſannah Bicks: was born at Leydn, in Holland, 
Jan. 24, 1650,.cf very religious parents, whoſe” 
great care was to inſtruct and catechiſe this their” 
child, and to prefent her to the miniſters of the 
place, to be. publicly inſt ructed and catechiſ. 
2. It pleaſed the Lord to bleſs the holy education» 
and good example of ber parents, and catechiſing, 
to the good of her foul, ſo that ſhe ſoon had a true 
favour and reliſh of what ſhe was taught, and made 
admirable uſe of. it in a time of need, as you: ſhall 
hear afterwards, _ 8 
3. She was a child of great dutifulneſs to ber 
parents, and of a very ſweet, humble, ſpiritual na- 


date; and: not only: the truth, but the power and, 
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eminency, of religion did ſhine in her fo clearly, 
that ſhe did not only comfort the bearts of her pa- 


rents, but drew the-admiration of all that were wit 


neffes of God's works of love upon her, and may 
well be propoſed as à pattern, not only to children, 
but to perſons of riper years. | 551 
4. She continued in a courſe of religous duties 

for. ſome conſiderable. time, ſo that her. life was 
more excellent than moſt, Chriſtians ;, but in ber 
laſt ſickneſs ſhe excelled herſelf, and her deportment 
was ſo admirable, that, parily through wonder and 
aſtoniſhment, and partly through ſorrow, many ob- 


fervable things were paſſed. by, without committing. 


to paper, which deſerve to have ben written in. 
letters of gold; but take theſe which follow, as ſome, 
of many, which were taken from ber dying lips, 
and firſt publiſhed by religous and judicious Chriſ- 
tians in "Dutch, afterwards tranſlated, and, with a 
little alteration of the ſtyle, for the benefit of Eri 
children, brought into this form by me. 
5. In the month of Augu/t, 1654, when the peſ- _ 
tilence raged ſo much in Holland, this ſweet child. 
was ſmitten 3 and as ſoon as ſhe. felt. herſelf very 
ill, ſhe was fa'd to break forth with abundance- 
of ſenſe and feeling, in theſe following words; 


afflittion 1. n 
6. Her father. to her to encourage ber in. 
her ſickneſs, ſaid to ber, Be of good comfort, my 
child, for the Lord will be near to thee and us under 
this beavy and fore trial, he will not forſake us 
though he chaſten us. Vea, father, ſaid ſhe, our 
heavenly Father does chaſten us for our profit, that: 
we may. be partakers of his holineſs; no chaſtiſe- 
went ſeemeth for the preſent to be joyous, but 
dn but afterwards it wa the * 
uit 
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thereby. The Lord is now chaſtening me upon 


this ſick bed, but 1 hope he will bleſs it ſo to me 


as to cauſe it to yield to me that bleſſed fruit, ac- 
cording to the riches of his mercies, which fail 
not, £7 2 | * | 
7. After this ſhe ſpake to God, with her eyes 
lifted up to heaven, ſaying, Be merciful to me, 9 
„ 3 be merciful to me, a ſinner, according to thy 
word | 5 
8. Then looking upon her ſorrowful parents, 
ſhe ſaid; it is ſaid, Caft thy bur then upon the Lord, and 
hz ſhall ſuftain thee, and he till never ſuffer the righteous 
to be mobel. Therefore, my deat fatner and mother, 
caſt all your care upon him; Who eauſet all things 
to go well thet do concern you. 48 
9. Her mother faid onto her, O my dear child, 
I have no ſmall comfort from the Lord in thee and 
the fruit of hir grave, wherbby thou haſt been ſo 
much exerciſe& unto godlineſs in reading the word, 
in prayer and gracious diſedutſe, to the edification 
of thyſelf and us. The Lord himfelf, who gave 


_ thee to us, make up this Joſs, if it be his pleaſure 


to take thee away from vs | 


10. Dear mother, ſaid ſhe, though 1 leave you: 
and you me, yet God will never leave us; for it 


is ſaid, Can a woman forget her 2 

thar the ſhould not have compaſſion ou the fruit 
of her womb ? yet I will not forget thee ; be- 
hold 1 have graven thee upon the palms, of my 
hand ! Oh ! comfortable words both for mother 


and children | Mark, deaf mother; how. fact the- 


Lord keepeth and holdeth his people; that he doth: 
even grave them upon the palms of his bands 


Though 1 muſt part with you and you with meg 


\ 


fruit of righteoufneſs td them who are exerciſed . 
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yet, bleſſed be God, he wil never pat either from 
you or ne. : 

11. Being weary with much ſpeaking, ſhe deſited 

to reſt a While; but, after a little time, awaking 

again, her father aked her how it was with her; 

he made no direct anſwer, but aſked what day it 
was: her father ſaid it was the Lord's day.” Well 

then, faid ſhe, have you given up my name to be 
remembered in the public prayers of the church ? 
Her father told. her he had. I have learned, ſaid 

ſhe; that the effeQual ferveht prayer of the righte= 
ous avajleth much. | 

12. She had a very hi eh eſteem for the faithful 

miniſters of Chrift, kia much defired their com- 

where ſhe wat; but, knowing the hazard that 

ſiich a Viſit would expoſe them and the church to, 

ſhe would nb mentis ſuffer that the miniſters 

ould come hear her perſon, but choſe rather to 
throw berſelf upon the arms of the Lord; and 6 

1 7 that Kftiowledge the had in the word; arid 
her formef experience, and the viſits of private" 
Chriſtians, and thoſe which the church had ap- 
pointed in ſuth taſes to viſit aid comfort the ſick, 
| 13. One of thoſe, who came to viſit her, was of 
+ very great uſe to her to comfort her, and lift her 
( up, in ſome meafart; above the fears of death. 

14. Though young, ſhe was very much con- 
cerned for the intereſt of God and teligion, for goſ- 
pel miniſters, aud for the fins and the decay of the 
power of godlinefs in her own country, which wilt 
ung pear by what may follow. 5 

er pp er face coming in to her; found her Is 
an ere Ke A weeping; #tid aſked her 
what W ñƷↄv the of her geen forrow 5 the an- 
ſwered, have I not cauſe to p, When L heaf that 
. Dt Witt was taken ſick this day in his pour. : 


; 
"= 
q 
g 
p 
| 


3 + e | 
and went home very ill? is not this a ſad ſign of 
God's diſpleafure to our country, when he. ſmiteth, 
fuch a faithful paſtor? i 
16. She had a high valuation of God, and could 
ſpeak in David's language. M hom have. I in heaven 
but thee? and there is none upon earth I can deſire in 
compariſon of thee She was much lifted; up above 
the fears of death. What elſe was the meaning of 
ſuch expreſſions as theſe ? O how ds 1 long even as. 
- the hart panteth ater the waAter-brook, fo 4 pan#eth 
after thee,” O .Ged, for God, the living God! When 
all I come and appear before G |. 
© 17: She was. a great hater of ſin, and did with 
much grief and ſelf abhorrence reflect upon it; but 


that, which. lay moſt upon her heart, was the cor». 


ruption of her nature, and original fin, How often 
would ſhe cry out in the words of the Pſalmiſt, 
Behold, J was ſbapen in iniquity, and in ſin did mm 
mother conceive me, and I was altogether born in n 
She could never lay herſelf low-enough under a 
ſenſe of that original fin which ſhe brought with 
ker inte. fhe eng.... or Ie 
18. She-ſpake many things very 1 of 
the old man, and putting it off, and of the new 
man, and putting it on; which ſhewed that ſhe was. 
no ſtranger to converſion, and that ſhe, in ſome 
meaſure, underſtood what mortification,--felf-de- 
nial, and taking up her croſs and following Chrift, 
meant. That Scripure was much in ber mouth, 


The. ſacrifices of God are a contrite heart ; a broken and 


- 


4 contrite ſpirit, O Gad, thou. wilt not deſpiſe 1 That 


brokenneis. of heart, ſaid ſhe, which is built, upon, 


and flows from, faith, and that faith which is built. 


Wan Chriſt, who is the. proper and alone ſacrifice. 


_ 


1g. Afterwards ſhe deſired. to reſt; and, 


| 
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for ſin. Theſe are her own, words. 
when ſh 


mother, how weak do I feel myſelf My dear child, 
aid her father, God will, in his tender mere, | 
ſtrengthen thee in thy weakneſs, Yea, father, ſaid 1 
ſhe, that is my confidence; for, it is ſaid, The | 


ſhould be read unto. her; at the reading of which 


Abrabam, which made him willing to offer up his 


hoped for, the evidence of things not ſeen. 


diſcourſe, and ſeeing her admirable carriage, burſt 
out into abundance of tears; upon which ſhe plead- 


hand of God, O, faid the, why do you 'weep at 


this raze over me, ring ! we? ou have no reaſon” 


bim and do you not pray every day, that the will 


not be content when our prayers are anſwered ? 


_ againſt God, without whoſe good pleaſure nothing 
comes to paſs. Although I am ſtruck with this 


_ doth filence me, and I will, as long as I live, pray 
chat God's will may be done, and not mine. 


rok cnrtvann..  . wy 
had Numbered a while, ſhe ſaid, 'O dear father and 


bruiſed reed he will. not break, and the ſmeakting flax he 

wi. not quench . - Prat bh 4 : 
20. Then ſhe diſcourſed excellently of the nature | 

of faith, and deſired that the eleventh of the Hebretos q 


ſhe cried out, O what a ſtedfaſt faith was that of 


own and only ſon | Faith is the jubflance of things 


21. Her father and mother, hearing her excellent 
ed with them to be patient, and content with the 


to queſtion, but, if the Lord take me out of 
this miſerable world, it ſhall be well with me to all 
eternity ! You ought to be well ſatisfied, ſeeing it 
is ſaid, God i in heaven, and doth what/oever pleaſeth 


of God may be done on earth as it is in heaven ?” / 
Now, father, this is God's will, that I ſhoul& lie 
upon this ſick bed, and of this diſeaſe: ' ſhall we 


Would not your extreme forrow be murmurin 
ſad diſeaſe, yet, becauſe it is the will of God, that 
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22. Seeing ber rents ver much moved 
Farther non ich them f Hom the h mr i | 

God, which had a ſpecial hand in eyery common 

thing, much more in the diſpoſal N the lives of of 
men and women: Are net two ſparrows ſold fer a 
farthing, and not one of them 754 to the ground without 
our heavenly Father ® Vea, the hairs of our head are dl 
numbered ; therefare fear not, ye are of more value than 
many ſparraws., &dverſity and proſperity are poth 
good. Some th ment ſeem evil in gur eyes, but 
PE Lord turns all to the good of them that are 


p She came then ip ſpeak particularly con- 
cerning the plague: Why ſaid ſhe, the peſli- 
lence ,come from Go ? elſe doth Scrip- 
ture ſay, Shall there be evil in . city which bave 1 
ſent? What do theſe men mean, who fay the peſti- 
lence comes from the air? Is nqt the Lord the 
creteor as ruler of the air, and are not the ele- 
ments under his government? Or if they ſay | 
| eames from the earth, hath * not, the ſame 
| pos influence up! n that tco? What talk they of a 
ip that 72 rom 4 rica? Have ye not read long 

ago, aut o f Lev. ee 25.1 ſhall ring, a o fword on 
. and 7 7 5 ford i my 775 3 ond, w 


1 are 17 65 cities, then wilt 1 bring the 

AAS Mis. having taken ſome little reſt þ 
* O now s $6.6 for opening i fir | gelle 

gl ide coxechil, Ms — if we were there we 17 

beat, that, whet) 1 in hor ien e Is 
Chrict s, who hath redeem y big 99 5 

ood E 1 2 rm the ge j ; 00 thep.; 
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live or die, I am the Lord's. Ohl Wby 


ther was the affectian the had for the Ho y 
iaſttucted ia by the.divipes of the place 


- FOR CHILDREN, 
unto the Lord ; "whether then, we live er dis, 
the Lord's. Then be comforted: 3 for, 


eri | 


- 


affl ict yourſelves thus ! but what ſhall I lay ? With 
weeping [ came into the world, and with weeping 
I muff go out again. Oh! my dear parents, bet- 
ter is the day of my death than the day of my birth. 
25. When ſhe bad thus encouraged ber father 
and mother, ſhe deſired her father to pray with. her, 
and to requeſt of the Lord that ſhe might have, a 


quiet and peaceable paſſage into another world, 


26. After her father, had prayed for her, he aſk 
her, whether he ſhould ſend: for the phyſician; 
anſwered,'by no. means, for I am now beyond the 
help of doctors. But; ſaid he, my child, we are to 
uſe the ordinary means appointed by the Lord for 
our help as long as we live, and let the Lord do as 


ſeemeth good in his eyes. But, ſaid, ſhe, giys me 


the heavenly phyſician, he is the only. helper. Dath 
not he ſay, Came unto me, all ye that arg 21005 and 
heavy laden, and { will: give you reſt? And dath not 
he bid us call upon him in the day of 1 8 aod 
he will. deliver us and we ſha!l glorify, him! there- 
fore, fear father, call upon him yet again for Me. 

25. About this time a Chriſtian fend cam in 
to viſit ker, who was not a little comforted 18 he 
heard and ſaw ſo much of the grace of God in 
ſo young a child, which could pot but ſo far” 
affect him as to draw tears of joy and admyration 

from him, and her department was ſo teaching, that 


be could hot but acknowledge himſelf grea es- 


fied and improved: by her carriage and ſa "i 


28. That which was not the leaf VA 5 | 
7 


e 
l, | 


tures and her catechiſm; which ſhe, was.thorg 


- 
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lived, which ſhe could not but own as one of the 

reateſt mercies next the Lord Chriſt. O how did 
the bleſs God for her catechiſm, and beg of her fa- 
ther to go particularly to thoſe miniſters that had 
taken ſo much pains with her to inſtruct her in her 
catechiſm, and thank them from her, a dying child, 
for their good inſtructions, and to let them under- 
"ſtand, for their encouragement to go on in that work 
of catechifing, how refreſhing thoſe truths were now 


ic her in the hour of her diſtreſs. O that ſweet 


.catechiſing, ſaid ſhe,unto which I did always reſort 
with gladneſe, and attended without wearineſs. 


29 She was much above the vanities of the 


world, and took no pleaſure at all. in thoſe things 
which uſually take up the heart and time of young 

ones, She would ſay, that ſhe was grieved and 
aſhamed both for young and old, to fee how mad 
they were upon vanity,' and how fooliſhly they 
ſpent their time. real 


* 30. She was not forgetful of the care and love | 
of her maſter and miſtreſs, who taught her to read 


and work, but ſhe deſired that thanks might alſo be 
particularly given to them. Indeed ſhe ' thought 
ſhe could never be thankful enough, both to God 


and man, for that kindneſs that ſhe had experience 


of, but again and again ſhe deſired to be ſure to 
thank the miniſter that inſtructed her, either by 
catechiſing or preach ing. 
2331. After ſome reſt, her father aſked her again, 
* how ſhe did, and began to expreſs ſomewhat of the 
ſatis faction and joy that he had taken in her former 
diligence in her reading the Scripures, and writing, 
and ner dutifuineſs, and that great progreſs that ſhe 
had made in che things of God upon which ſhe 


' - humbly and ſweetly defired to own God and his 


© Kindneſs in her godly education, and ſaid, that ſhe 


FOR CHILDREN. 21, 
eſteemed her holy education, under ſuch parents 
and miniſters, as a greater portion than ten thouſand 

vilders, for thereby | have learned to comfort my- - - 
"If out of the word of Gad, which the world be- 
ſides could never have afforded. _ | 

32, Her father, perceiving her to grow very weak, 
ſaid, I perceive, chifd, thou art very weak, It is 
true, fir, ſaid ſhe, I fee] my weakneſs increaſing, 
and I ſee your ſorrow increaſing too, which is a 
piece of my affliction; be content, I pray you, it 


is the Lord which doth it, and let you and me ſay, 85 


with David, let us fall into the Lord's handt; far, bit 
mercies are great. | 1 N 
33. She had laid a great charge upon her parents, 

not to be over-grieved for her after her death, urg- 
ing that of David upon them; while the child was 
fick he faſted and wept, but, when it died, he 
waſhed his face, and ſat up and ate, and ſaid, Can 
I bring him him back again from death? I fhall ge to 

him, Fad be ſhall not return ſ me. So ought you to ſay 

aſter my death, Qur child is well, for we know it 
{hall be well with them that truſt in the Lord. She 


did lay a more particular and ſtrict charge upon her 


mother, ſaying to her, Dear mother, who have done 
ſo much for me, you muſt promiſe me one thing 
before I die, and that is, that you will not ſorrow - 
over-much for me. I ſpeak thus to you, becauſe - 
am afraid of your great affliftian, Conſidex others 


loſſes, what they have been; remember Jab. Forget 


not what. Chriſt foretold, In tht world you ſhall hau 
tribulation, but be of goad cheer, im me ye all bade 
feace, And mult the apoſtles luffer ſo New tribu- 
lation, and muſt we ſuffer none? Did not Jeſus . 
Chriſt, my only Hfe and Saviour, ſweat drops of 
blood? Was he not in a bitter agony, mocked, ſpit. 
at, nailed to the Fiat, why a ſpear thruſt e 1 

eee ud Le 1 
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account of my fins? Did not he ery out, A God, 
my God, why haſt thou ſo ſaten ms Did not Chriſt 
hang naked on the croſs, to purchaſe for me the 

arments of ſalvation, and to.clothe me with his 
righteouſneſs, for there is ſalvatiog in no other name! 


34. Being very feeble and weak, ſhe ſaid : Oh! 
if fnight ſleep quietly in the boſom of Jefus! and 
that till then he would ſtrengthen me! Oh |! that 


he would take me into his arms, as he did thoſe little 
ones, when he ſaid, Suffer little children to came unto 
me, for of ſuch [is the kingtlom of heaven : and he took 


them into his arms, and laid his hands on them, and 


bleſſed them, I lie here as a child, O Lord, I am 
thy child, receive me into thy gracious arms! O 


Lord! grace, grace, and not juſtice ! for if thou 
ſhouldſt enter into judgment with me, I cannot 
ſtand; yea, none living would be juſt in thy fight, - 


35. After this ſhe cried out, O how faint am [1 


but, fearing leſt ſhe ſhould diſhearten her mother, 
ſhe ſaid, While there is life there is hope; if it 


-thould ag the Lord to recover me, how careful 


would 
and whatſoever you ſhall require of me! 


36. After this, the Lord did again ſend her 
ſtrength, and ſhe laboured to ſpend it all for Chriſt, 


in awakening, edifying, and comforting, thoſe that 


were about her; but her chiefeſt endeavour was to 
ſupport her dear parents from extraordinary ſorrow, - 


and to comfort them out of the Scriptures, telling 
them that ſhe knew that all things did work toge- 
ther for the good of them that did love God, even 
to thole that are called according to his purpoſe, 


O God, eſtabliſh me with thy free ſpirit! Who 


ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt? I am 


perſuaded that neither life nor death, nor angels, 


nor 


* 
* 
. 


his bleſſed fide, and all this for my iſake, and on the 


be to pleaſe you in my work and learning, 
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nor principalities, nor powers, nor — preſent; | 


nor things to come, nor height, nor de nor any 
other creature, ſhall ſeparate us from Ne love of 
God, which is towards us in Chrift Jeſus our Lore, 
My ſheep (ſaith Chrift) bear my voice, and I know- 
them, and they follow me, and I give unto them 
eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh; and no man 
ſhall. pluck them out of my hands.” My Father, who 
ave them me, is greater than all, ad none ſhall 
pluck them out of my Father's hands. Thus ſhe 
ſeemed to attain a holy confidence in God, and an 
aſſurance of her ſtate as to another world. 
7. When ſhe had a little refreſhed herſelf with 2 
, ſhe burſt forth with abundance of joy and glad- 
neſs ol heart, with a holy triumph of faith, as | 
Death; is ſwallowed up in victory; O death, x. | 
is thy ſting ? O grave, where is thy victor 2. The 
ſting,of A is ſin, and the ſtrength of ſin is the 
law, z but thanks be to God who 15 given us the 
victory, through our Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt! 
38. That ſhe might the better ſupport her friends, 
ſhe till inſiſted upon that -whieb migbt take off 
ſome. of their burthen, by . the neceſſity of 
death 3 we are from the earth, and to the earth we 
uſt return; duſt is the mother of us all the duſt 
ſhall turn to duſt, whence it is, ant the r to 
30d who gave it. 55 
39. Then ſhe diſcourſed of the Morbaete of man's 
ife. Ol what is the life of man l the days of man 
pon the earth, are as graſs ; as the flower of the 
eld, ſo he flouriſhethz the wind paſſeth over it, 
nd it is gone, and bis place knows him no more. 
40. She farther, urged, the ſin and forrow that did 
ttend us in this life, and the longer we live the 
ore we fin z now the Lord: will free us from that 
n and ſorrow, We know not the thoughts of 


D2 *' _ God, 
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God, yet do we know ſo much, that they are 
mercy and peace, and do give an expected end. But 
what ſhall Faye my life ſhall not continue long, 
I feel much weakneſs, O Lord, look upon me 
raciouſly ; have pity upon my weak diſtreſſed 
Hoy I am oppreſſed ; undertake for me, that I 
may ſtand iaft and overcome. N MP 
41. She was very frequent. in ſpiritual ejacula- 
tions, and it was no ſmall] comfort to her, that the 
Lord Chriſt did pray for her, and promiſe to ſend. 
his Spirit to comfort her, It is faid, ſaid ſhe, I will 
pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another 
comforter, O let him not leave me, O Lord, con- 
tinue with me till thy work be finiſne dk. 
42. She had very low and undervaluing thoughts 
of herſelf and her own 1ighteouſneſs, or elſe what 
meant her crying out in ſuch language as this, 
Nane but Chriſt | without thee I can'do nothing | 
Chriſt is the true vine, O let me be a branch of 
that vine | What poor worms are we! O dear fa» 
ther, how lame and halting do we go in the ways 
of God and-falvation ! We know but in part, but, 
when that which is perfect is come, then that which 
is imperfe& ſhall be done away. O that I had 
attained to that now'!. But what are we ourſelves ? 
not only weakneſs and nothingneſs, but wicked- 
neſs ; for, all the thoughts and imaginations of 
man's heart areonly evil, ang that continually; we 
are by nature children of wrath; and are conceived 
and born in fig and unrighteouſneſs, Oh! this 
wretched and vile thing, fin! but thanks to God, 
who hath redeemed me from it, 1 
43. She comforted herſelf and her father in that 
excellent ſcripture, Rom. viii. 15-17. Te babe 
not received the ſpirit of bondage again to fear, but 
you have received the ſpirit of adoption, by Which 
Ph Ave WES 10 63s * 1 | we 
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we cry Abba, Father. It is the Spirit that witneſſ- 
eth with our ſpirits, that we are the children of 

- God; and, if children, then we are heirs, heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, You ſee thence, 
father, that I ſhall be a fellow heir with Chriſt, who 
hath ſaid, in my Father's houſe are many manſions; 
if it were not ſo, I would have told you; I go to 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and take 
you to myſelf, that where I am there ye may be 
alſo. O Lord, take me to thyſelf, Behold, dear 
mother, he bath prepared a place and dwelling _ 


N for me. . | | 
y 1 44. Yea, my dear child, ſaid her mother, he ſhall 
firengthen you with his holy Spirit, until he hath 

. fitted and prepared you fully for that place which 
+ be hath provided for you. | 

; 45. Yea, mother, it is ſaid, in Pſalm Ixxxiv. 

i How lovely are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hoſts ! 
F My ſoul doth thirſt for the courts of the Lord; one 
2 day in thy courts is better than a thouſand; Jos 

- I bad rather be a door-keeper in the houſe of God 

& than dwell in the tents of the wicked. Read that 
ch Pſalm, dear mother, where with we may comfort 
ad one another. As for me, I am more and more 
3 7 ſpent, and draw near my laſt hour. 
4. 46. Then ſhe deſired to be prayed with, and 
＋ begged that the Lord would give her an eaſy 

. Panage. 1 . 

bay | id pe this ſhe turned to her mother, and . 
his with much affection ſhe. ſaid: Ah! my dear. and 


loving mother, that which cometh: from the heart 
_ dath ardinarily go to the heart; —once more come 
and kiſs me before I leave you. » Shi 
48. She was not a little concerned about the 
ſouls of the reſt of her relations, and did particu- 
larly charge it upon her father, to do what he 

25 f D 3 | could 
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*could poſſibly to bring them up in the ways of God, 
O let my ſiſter be trained up in the Scriptures, and 
catechiſing, as I have been. 5 
3 49: I formerly wept for my ſiſter, thinking that 
| ſhe would die before me, and now ſhe weepeth for 
me; and. then ſhe kiſſed | her weeping ſiſter ; alſo 
the took her young little fiſter in her arms, a child 
| of ſix months old, and ſhe kiſſed it wich much af- 
fection, as if her very bowels had moved within 
| her, and ſpake, with many heart- breaking words, 
| both to her parents and the children... 5 
| 50, Her father ſpake to one that was by to take 
the poor little child away from her, from the hazard 
| of that fiery diſtemper, and bade his daughter to 
pive her to them, for he had already too much to 
ear, Well, father, ſaid ſhe, did not God preſerve 
the three children in the fiery furnace, and did you 
not teach me that ſcripture? When thou paſſeſt 
through the fire, auf not be burnt, neither 
hall the flame kindle upon the. 
| 51. She had a very ſtrong faith in the doctrine 
of the reſurrection, and did greatly ſolsce her ſoul 
with excellent ſcriptures, which do ſpeak the happy 
| ſtate of believers as ſoon as their ſouls are ſeparated 
from their bodies; and, what ſhe quoted out of the 
| Scripture, ſhe did excellently and ſairably apply to 
her own uſe, incomparably above the common reach 
ol her ſex and age. That in 1 'Cor,ixv! 42; was a 
ood ſupport to her: The body is ſawn in corraptipn, 
t it ſhall be raiſed incorruptible; it is ſown in difhonor, 
it ſhall be raiſed in glory; it is ſotun in weakneſs, but it 
all be raiſed in power ;' and then ſhe ſweetly applies 
it, and takes in this cordial: Behold, thus it is, 
and thus it ſhall be, with my mort fleſh;' Bleſſed 
are the dead which die in the Lord, becauſe they 
reſt from their labours, and their works do pw 
1 13 * Ms 7 A. . . 4 em. 
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FOR CHILDAEN, _ 


them, Fhe righteous periſh, and no man layeth 
it to heart; and the upright are taken away, and 


no man regardeth it; that they are taken away 


from the evil to come; they ſhall enter into peace, 
they ſhall reſt in their beds, every one Who walketh 
in their uprightneſs, - Behold, now, father, I ſhall 
reſt an ſleep in that bed-chamber, 43514 th 
52. Then ſhe quoted Fob xix. 25, 26, 27. 1 
know that my redeemer liueth, and that he ſball fand 
at the latter end upon the earth; and though, aſter my 


God; wham I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and my eyes 

behild, and not another's, though my reins be conſume 
within me. Behold now, father, this very ſkin 
which you (ee, and, this very fl ſh which you ſee, 
ſhall be raiſed up again ; and i theſe very eyes, 
which are now ſo dim, ſhall; on that day, ſee and 


in, worms drftroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall 4 
4 


behold my dear and precious Redeemer; albeit 


the worms eat up my fleſh, yet with theſe eyes ſhall- 
L behold God, even I myfelf, and not Another ſor 
me. 6 * ' 

53. Then ſhe quoted John v. 28 : Marvel not at 
this; for, the hour is coming, in which all that are in 
their graves Hall hear his voice, and come forth ; 
thoſe that haue done good to tbe reſurreftion of life. 


See, father, I ſhall riſe in that day, and then I 


ſhall behold my Redeemer; then he [ſhall ſay, 
Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you before the foundation of the 


world, . 7 J N . * | 
54. Behold, now I live; yet not I, but Chriſt 


liveth in me; and the life that I now live in the 


fleſh, is by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 


me, and gave himſelf for me. I am ſaved, and that 


not of myſelf ; it is the gift of God, not of works, 
N 94 5% My 


will, or I will 


"hs 


* 
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38. My dear parents, now we muſt ſhortly part, 


1 


my ſpeech faileth me, pray to the Lord for a quiet 


_ cloſe to my combat. 


56. Her parents replied, Ah, our dear child! 


a how ſad is that to us that we muſt part ! She an- 


ſwered, I go to heaven, and there we ſhall find-one 
another again; I go to Jeſus Chriſt, * | 

57. Then ſhe comforted herſelf to think of her 
ſeeing her precious brother and ſiſter again in glory, 
Igo to my brother Jacob, who did ſo much cry and 
call upon God tothe laſt moment of his breath; and 
of my little ſiſter, who was but three years old 


when ſhe died, who when we aſked her whether ſhe 
would die, anſwered, Yes, if it be the Lord's wiil; 


I will go to my little brother, if it be the Lord's 
ay with my mother, -if it be the 


Lord's will: but I know that I ſhall die, and go to 


heaven and to God, O ſee how ſo ſmall a babe 
had ſo much given it to behave itſelf every wa 


and in all things ſo ſubmiſhvely to the will of G 
as if it had no will of its own; but, if it be the 
will of God, if it pleaſe God; nothing for her but 


. what was the will and pleaſure of God. And, 
therefore, dear father and mother, give the Lord 


thanks for this his free and rich grace, and then I 


hall the more gladly be gone, Be gracious, then, 
O Lord, unto me alſo, be gracious to me, waſh me 


thoroughly from my unrighteouſneſs, and cleanſe 
me from my fin | 1 
58. After this her ſpirit was refreſhed with the 


ſenſe of the pardon of her fins, which made her to 
cry out, Behold, God hath wafhed away my fins, 


O how do I long to die] The Apoſtle ſaid, in this 


body we-earneſtly figh and groan, longing for our 
- Houle which is in heaven, that we may be clothed 
therewith, Now I allo lie here ſighing and 


longing 
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2 FOR CHILDREN. 29 
longing for that dwelling which is above. In the 
laſt ſermon which I heard, or ever ſhall hear, [ 
heard this, which is a matter of great comfort unto 
1 Sq | 1770 

59. Then ſhe repeated ſeveral notable ſcriptures, - 
which were quoted in that ſermon ; afterward ſhe 
deſired to be prayed with, and put petitions into 
their mouths; viz. That all her ſins might be for- 
given; that ſhe might have more abundant faith, 
and the afſurahice of it; and the comfort of that 
aſſurance, and the continuation and ſtrength of 
that comfort, according as her neceſſity ſnould re- 
quire. Afterward ſhe prayed herſelf, and con- 


60. When prayers. were ended, ſhe called to her 
father, and mother, and demanded of them, Whe- 
ther ſhe had at any time ang-red or grieved them, 
or done any thing that did not become her ; and 
begged of hawk to forgive her. N 

61. They anſwered her, That, if all children had 
ca ried themſelves ſo to their parents as ſhe had 
done, there would be leſs grief and ſorrow on all 
hands than there is; and, if any fuch thing had 
eſcaped thee, we would forgive it with all our heart; 
you have done as became a good child, Fa 

62. Her heart being "comforted with her peace 
with God and her parents, ſhe began to difpoſe of 
her books ; particularty ſhe entreate@ her mother 

Oaechiſes Lectures, as long 
as ſhe lived, for her ſake; and let my little ſiſter + 
have my other books, in remembrance of me. 

63. Fhen ſhe ſaid ſhe felt her breaſt exceedingly 
pained, by which The knew, that her end was very 
nigh; | Her father ſpake to her, as he was able, tells _ 
ing her the Lord would be her ſtrength: in the hour 
of her necethty, _ | 

„ 64. Lea, 
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64. Yea, ſaid ſhe, the Lord is my ſhepherd; 
although I paſs through the valley of the ſhadow. 


of death, I will not fear, for thou art with me, 
thy rod and thy ſtaff: they comfort me; and it is 
ſaid, the ſufferings of this preſent life are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that ſhall be 


revealed in us. Shall I not ſuffer and endure, 
ſeeing my glorious Redeemer was pleaſed to ſuffer 


ſo much for me? Oh! how was: he mocked and 
crowned with thorns, that he might purchaſe a 
crown of righteouſneſs for us ! And that is the 


crown of which Paul ipoke, when he ſaid, I have 


fought the good fight; I have finiſhed my courſe z 
I have kept the faith ; henceforth is Jaid up for 
me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the 


righteous judge, ſhall give unto me in that day; 


and not only to me, but to all who love his ap- 


pearing. | 


65. Ye are bought with a price, therefore glo- 


rify God with your ſouls and bodies, which are 
his, Muſt I not then exalt and bleſs him, while 1 
have a being, who hath bought me with his blood? 


Surely he hath borne our griefs, and took our infir 


mities, and we eſteemed him ſmẽtten and ſtricken 
of God; but he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 
and bruiſed for our ſins. The chaſtiſement of our 


peace was upon him, and by his ſtripes ate we 


healed : and the Lord laid upon him the iniquity 


- PF 


of us all. Beiold the Lamb of God, that taketh 


away the fins of the world: that Lamb is Jeſus: 


Chriſt who hath ſatisfied for my fins, So faith 
Paul: Ye are waſhed, ye are ſanQtified, ye are juſ- 


tified, in the name of our Lord Jeſus, and through | 


the Spirit of our God, . Hh 
66. My end is now very near; now I ſhall put 


on white raiment, and be clothed before the _ 
at 
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that ſpotleſs Lamb, and with his ſpotleſs righteouſ- 
neſs. Now are the angels making ready to carry / 
my ſoul before the throne of God. Theſe are they 
who have come out of great tribultation, who have _ 
waſhed their. robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. | . , 
67. She ſpoke this with a dying voice, but full 
of ſpirit, and of the power of faith. 5 
68. Her lively aſſurance ſhe farther uttered in 


the words of the apoſtle; we know that, if this 


earthly houſe of our tabernacle be diſſolved, we 
have one which. is built of God, which is eternal 
in the heavens; for, in this we ſigh for our houſe 
which is in heaven, that we may be clothed theres - 
with. : BY 
69. There, father, you ſee that my body is this © 
tabernacle, which now ſhall be broken down; my 
ſoul ſhall now part from it, and ſhall be taken up 
into the feavenly paradiſe, - into +that «heavenly ' 
Jeruſalem. There ſhall I dwell, and go no more 
out, but fit and ſing, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 
God of © hoſts, the Lord of Sabaoth } Her laſt 
words wers theſe'; O Lord. God, into thy hands 1 
commit my Spirit; O Lord, be gracious, be mer- 
ciful, to me a poor finner, —And here ſhe felb 
aſleep, | | L 
70 She died the firſt of September, 1664, between 
ſeven and eight in the evening, in the ſourteenth 
year of her age; having obtained that which ſne 
ſo oft intreated of the Lord, a quiet and eafy de- 
parti re, and, the end of her faith, the ſalvation o 


her ſoul. | 


— 
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EXAMPLE XII. 


p Cf the excellent carriage of 2 child upon his death bed, 
N when hut ſeven years old, © 


1. Og Hceb Bicks,. the brother of Suſanna Bicks, was 


born at Loden, and had a religious education 
under his godly parents, the which the Lord was 
pleaſed to ſanctify to his converſion, and by it lay 
In excellent -proviſions to live upon in an hour of 


| diſtreſfſss. 


2. This ſweet little child was viſited of the Lord 
of a very ſore ſickneſs, three or four weeks before 
his ſifler, of whoſe life and death we have given 
you ſome account already; in his diſtemper he was 
for the moſt part very fleepy and drowſy, till near 
his death; but, when he did awake, he was wont 
to be much engaged in prayer. . | 
3. Once when his parents had been praying with 
bim, they aſked him again if they ſhould ſend for 
the phyſician : No, ſaid he, I will have the doctor 
no more; the Lord will help me: I know he will 
take me to himſelf, and then he ſhall help all. 

4. Ah, my dear child, ſaid his father, that griev- 
eth my heart: Well, ſaid the child, Faber, | 
pray, and the Lord ſhall be near for my helper, 

5. When his parents had prayed with him again, 
be ſaid, Come now, dear father and mother, and 
kiſs me; I know that I ſhall die. 3 

56. Farewel, drar father and mother, farewel dear 
ſiſter, fare wel all. Now ſhall I go to heaven unto 
God; and Jeſus Chriſt, and the holy angels! 
Father, know you not what is ſaid by Jeremiah ? 
Bleſſed is he who truſteth in the Lord: now I truſt 

in him, and he will bleſs me, And, in 1 John 2. 
. | it 
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it is ſaid, Little children, love nat the world ; for, the 
world paſ/eth away. . | 

7. Away, then; all that is in the world; away 
with all my. pleaſant things in the world; away 
with my dagger, for where I go there is nothing to 
do with daggers and ſwords ; men ſhall not fight 
there, but praiſe God Away with all my books; 
there ſhall I know ſufficiently, and be learned, in 
| all things of true wiſdom, without books, | 
| 8. His father, heing touched to hear his child 
] ſpeak at this rate, could not well tell what to ſay, 

but, my dear child, the Lord will be near thee, and 
| uphold thee. WT 6 | 4 
: 9. Yea, father, ſaid: he, the apoſtle Peter ſaid, * | 
a Godꝭreſiſteth the proud, but he giveth grace to the 
$ humble. -I'ſhall humble myſelf under the mighty 1 
r hand of God, and he ſhall help me and lift me up. | 
t 10 O my dear child, ſaid his father, haft thou | 
ſo ſtrong a faith ? | | 


7) 11. Yes, ſaid the child, God hath given me ſo 
r ſtrong a faith upon himſelf, through Jeſus. Chrift, 
Jy that the devil himſelf ſhall flee from me; for, it is 
It ſaid, He who believeth on the Son hath everlaſting. 


life, and he hath overcome the wicked one, Now 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt, my Redeemer, and he 
will uot leave or forſake me, but ſhall give untome 
eternal life; and then ſhall I fing, Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord of Sabaoth. f | | 

12. Then, with a ſhort word of prayer, Lord be | 
merciful-to me a poor ſinner, he quietly breathed Þ} 
out his foul, and fl-pt ſweetly in Jeſus, when he + 4 
was about ſeven years old. | 1 | 
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EXAMPLE XIII. 


Of ene that begun to look towards heaven when be was 


very young; with many eminent paſſages. of his lift, 


and jryful deat) when he was eleven years and three 


quarters od. 


I; fOhn Harvey. was born in London in the year 

1664, His father was a Dutch merchant. He 
was piouſly educated under hrs virtuous mother, . 
and ſoon began to ſuck in divine things with no 


ſmall delight. | 


2. The firſt thing very obſervable in him was, 


that, when he was two years and eight months old; 
be could ſpeak as-well as other children do ufually 
at five years old. , | 


* 


3 His parents judging that he- was then a little 


too young to ſend out to ſchool, let him have his 


liberty to play a little about home. Bat, inſtead 


of playing, he found out a ſchool of his own* ac- 


cord hard by, and went to the ſchool-miſtreſs, and 
intreated her to teach him to read: and fo he went 
for ſome time to ſchool without the knowledge of 
his parents, and made a very great progreſs in his 
learning, and was able to read diſtinctly before moſt 


children are able to know their letters. 


4. He was wont to aſk many ſerious and weighty 
queſtions, about matters which concerned his ſoul-- 


and eternity. 


5. His mother being greatly troubled upon the- 


death of one of his uncles, this child came to his 
mother, and ſaid, Mother, though my uncle be 


dead, do not the Scriptures ſay he muſt riſe again? 


yea, and I muſt die, and fo muſt every body, and it 


will not de long before Chriſt will eometo judge 


* 


* 2 1 
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FOR CHILDREN, 3s: 
the world, and then we ſhall ſee one another apain, 
| pray, mother, do not weep ſo much. This grave 
counſel he gave his mother when he was not quite 
five years old, by which her ſorrow for her brother 
was turned into admiration at her child, and ſhe was- 
made to fit ſilent and quiet under that ſmarting ſtroke. 

6. After this his parents removed to Aberdeen in- 
Scotland, and ſettled their child under an able ſchool- 
maſter there, -whoſe cuſtom was, upon the Lord's 
day in the morning, to examine his ſcholars con- 
cerning the ſermons that they had heard the former 
Lord's-day, and to add ſome other queſtions which 
might try the underſtanding and knowledge of his 
ſcholars. His maſter was oft amazed at this child's 
anſwers, and took an opportunity to go to, his mo- 
ther, to thank her for inſtructing her ſon ſo well; 
but ſhe replied that he improved in his underſtand- 
ing, not only by her inſtructions, but by his own. | 
reading and obſervation, by 

7 He was a child that was extraordinary inquiſte- 
tive, and full of good queſtions, and very careful 
to obſerve and remember what he heard, - 

8. He had a very great hatred of whatſoever he 
knew. to be diſpleatins to God, and he was ſo 
greatly concerned for the honour of God, that he 
would be much diſpleaſed if any groſs ſins were 
committed before him : and he had a deep fenſe of. 
the worth of ſouls, and was not a little grieved, 
\.. W when be faw any do that which he knew was dan- 
gerous to their fouls, 25 

9. One day ſeeing one of his near relations eome 
into his father's houſe diſtempered with drink, as he- 
thought, he quickly went very ſeriouſly to him, and 
wept over him, that he ſhould ſo offend God and 
hazard his ſoul; and begged of him to ſpend his. 
time better than in drinking and gaming: 1 | 
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he did without any inſtruction from his parents, 
but from an inward. principle of grace, and love to 
God and fouls, as it is verily believed. 


1 


10. When he was at play with other children, 
he would be oftentimes putting in ſome word to 
keep them from naughty talk or wicked actions; 
and, if any did take the Lord's name in vain, or do 
any thing unbecoming a good .chi!d, they would 
foon hear of it from him; nay, once hearing a boy 
ſpeak very profanely, and that, aiter two or three 
admonitions, he would not forbear, nor go out of 


bis company neither, be was fo tranſported with 


zeal, that he couid not forbear falling upon him to 
beat him; but, his mother chiding him for it, he 
ſaid, that he could not endure to hear the name of 
God ſo abuſed by a wretched boy, This was ob- 


| ſerved not to vindicate the act, but to take notice of 
dis zeal.. 


11. He was a child that took great delight in 
the company of good men, and eſpecially miniſters 


and ſcholais; and, if he had any leiſure time, 


he, would improve it, by viſiting ſuch whoſe diſ- 
courſe might make him wiſer and better; and, 
when he was in their ſociety, to be ſure his talk 


' was more like a Chriſtian and a ſcholac than a 
child. | | 


: 


12. One day, after ſchool-time was over, he paid 
Mr. Andrew Kent (one of the miniſters of Aberdeen) 
a viſit, and aſked him ſeveral ſolid queſtions ; but 
the good man aſk-d him ſome queſtions out of his 
catechiſm, an], finding him not fo ready in the 


anſwers as he ſhould have been, did a little reproye 


him, and. told him that he muſt be ſure'to-get:his 


catechiſm perfealy by heart. The child took the 


reproof very well, aid went home, and ſat very 
cloſe to his catechiſm, and never left it till he got 
* 1 he got 


* 
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ts, it by heart; and not only ſo, but he would be in- 


to quiring into.the ſenſe and meaning of it, | 
| 13. He was ſo greatly taken with his catechiſm, 
n, that he was not content with learning it himſelf, 
to but he would be putting others upon learning it 
; allo, eſpecially thoſe that were neareſt to him; he 
do could not be ſatisfied till he had perſuaded the ſer» 
d vants to learn it, and, when they were at work, he 
dy would til] be following them with ſome good 
ee queſtion or other: ſo that the child ſeemed to be 
of taken up with the thoughts of his ſoul, God's ho- 
th nour, and the good of others. US 
to 14. He was a conſcientious obſerver of the Lord's 
he day, ſpending all the time, either in ſecret prayer 
of or reading the Scriptures and-good books, learnin 
b- his catechiſm, and hearing the word of Cod an 
of public duties; and was not only. careful} in the 
performance of thoſe duties himſelf, but was ready 
in to put all that he knew upon a ſtrict obſervance 
rs of the Lord's day, and was exceedingly grieved 
e, at the profanation of it, One Lord's day, a ſer- 
l. vant of his father's going out of the houſe, upon 
d, W 2n extraordinary occaſion, to fetch ſomething that 
Ik was wanted, he took on ſo bitterly, that he could. 


a ſcarce be pacified, becauſe that holy day was ſo 
abuſed (as he thought) in his father's houſe, _ 


id 15. When he was between fix and ſeven years 

7 old, it pleaſed God to afflict him with ſore eyes, 

ut which was no ſmall grief to him, becauſe it kept 

ws him from ſchool, which he loved as much as many 

he boys do their play; and, that which was worſe, 

ye he was commanded by the doctor not to read any I 
FR book whatſoever at home. But O how was this -1 


he poor child grieved, that he might not have liberty 
ry to read the holy Scriptures! and, for all their charge, 
ot he would get by himſelf, and ſtand by the * 
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and read the Bible and other good books; yea, h 


_ © was fo greedy of reading the Scriptures, and took 


ſo much delight in them, that he would ſcarce al. 
low himſelf time to dreſs himſelf ; for reading the 
word of God was his great delight, Vea, though 
he had been beat for ſtudying fo much, yet, judging 
it God's command that he ſhould give himſelf up 
to reading, he could not be beat off from it, till he 
was ſo bad, that he had like never to have recovered 
his ſight more, | 1. | 

16. It was his practice to be much by himſelf in 
fecret prayer; and he was careful to manage that 
work, ſo that it might be as ſecret as poſſible it 
could be; but his frequeney and conſtancy made 
it eaſily to be obſerved: upon which one time, 
one, having a great mind to know what this ſweet 
babe preyed for, got. into a place near him, and 
© heard him very. earneſtly praying for the church 
of God, deſiring that,the kingdom of the goſpel 
might be ſpread over the whole world, and. that the 
kingdom of. grace might more and more come into 
che hearts of God's people, and that the kingdom 
of glory might be haſtened. He was wont to con- 
tinue half-an hour, and fometimes an hour, upon 

his knees together. x: 2: 

17. He was much above the vanities that moſt 
children are taken with, and was indeed too much 
above this world to live long in it. 
18. He was very humble and modeſt, and did by 
no means affect fineneſs in apparel, but hated any 
thing more than neceſſaries, either in clothes or diet. 
19. When he perceived either his brother ot 
filter pleaſed with their new clothes, he would, 
with a great deal of gravity, reproves their folly, 
and, when his reproof lignifed little, he would be 
wail their vanity. | 


i +, 
20. Once 
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20. Once he had a new ſuit brought him, which⸗ 
when he looked on, he found ſome ribbon at his 
knees, at which he was prieved, aſking bis mother, 
Whetber thoſe things would keep him warm? No, 
child, ſaid his mother: Why then, ſaid he, do you 
ſuffer them to be put here ? you are deceived, if 
you think ſuch things oleafs me; and, I doubt, 
ſome that are better than we, may want the money- 
that this coſt you, to buy them bread. 4 
21. He would intreat his mother to have a care 
of gratifying a proud humour in his brother and 
ſiſters ; he Jid tell them of the danger of pride 
and how little reaſon they had to be proud of 
that which was their ſhame z; for, ſaid he, if it 
had not been for ſin, we ſhould have had no need 
of clothes, 4 3-0 Wt pe 
22. At leiſure hours he would be talking to his 
ſchool-fellows' about the things of God, and urge 
the ' neceffity of a holy life. Thi, text he much 
ſpoke about to them; The axe is laid to the root of 
the tree, and every tree, that bringeth not forth good- 


fruit, is, hawn | down and cafs into the fire, Eve 


mother's child of 'us, that doth not bring fort 
the fruit of good works, ſhall ſhortly be cut down. 
with the axe of Gcd's wrath, and caſt down into 
the fire of hell ; and this. he ſpake like. one that. 
believed and felt the power of what he ſpake, and 
not with the leaſt viſibility of a childiſh” levity of 
ſpirit, This was when he was between ſeven and 
eight zears old; and, if he perceived any children 
unconcerned about their ſouls, he would be greatly: 
trauen j CIS 
23. Aſter this bis parents removed not far from 
London, where he continued till that dreadful year 
ſixty-five; he was then ſent to the Latin ſchool,. - 
where he ſoon made a very conliderable progreſs. 
' wy . . ; a e 


: 


* 


\, 


F 


40 A TOKEN 


and was greatly beloved of his maſter ; the ſchool 


was his beloved place, and learning his recreation, 
He was never taught to write, but took it of his 


own ingenuity, 


24. He was exceedin ly dutiful to his parents, 


and never did in the leaſt diſpute their commands, 


except when he thought they might croſs the 
command of God, as in the before mentioned buſt- 


- neſs of reading the Scriptures when his eyes were 

. fo bad. | 
X By: 25. 
menn diet, and to be fure he would not touch 4 


He was ,exceedingly cantented with any 


bit of any thing till he had begged God's bleſſing 


upon it. | 


26. He would put his brother and ſiſter upon 


their duties, and obſerved them whether they per- 
formed them or not, and, when he ſaw any neg⸗ 
lect, he would ſoon warn them; if he ſaw any 


of them take a ſpoon into their hands before be 


_ had craved a bleſfing, he ſaid, that is juſt Tike a 


— 


hog, indeed. | 
27. Ris ſiſter was afraid of the darkneſs, and 


would ſometimes cry upon this account; he told 
her ſhe muſt fear God more, and ſhe need then be 


afraid of nothin 


28. He ol? humbly put his near relations up- 


on their duty, and minding the concerns of their 


. ſouls and eternity, with more ſeriouſneſs and life, 


and to have a care of doing that which was for the 


diſhonour of God and the hazard of the ſoul, 


__ diſpoſition, and very pitiful to the poor, 


29. He was of a compaſſionate and charitable 
any that 


were in diſtreſs; but his greateſt pity was to 
Fouls; and, as well as he could, he would be put 


ting children, 


\, bours, upon minding their precious ſouls. 


30. 0 


play-fellows, ſervants, and neigh 
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30. One notable. inſtance of his true charity I 
cannot omit, A certain Turk was, by the provi- 
dence of God, caſt into the place where he lived, 
which this ſweet child hearing of, had a great pity 
to his ſoul, and ſtudied how he might be any way 
inſtrumental to do it good: at laft finding a man 
that underſtood the language of the Turk, he uſed - 
means to get them together, which he at laſt pro- 
cured. .T he firſt thing that he did, was to put his 
friend upon diſcoutſing with the Turk about his 
principles, whether he acknowledged a Deity; which 
the Turk owning, the next thing he inquired was, 
What he thought of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? at which 
the Turk was troubled, and put off the diſcourſe, 


and ſaid he was thirſty and hungry; which the child 


being informed of by the interpreter, immediately _ 
went to a brewhouſe near at hand, his own houſe 
being far off, aud did intreat the maſter of it to 
give him ſome beer for the Turk, and the argument 
he uſed was this: Sir, here is a poor ſtranger that 


is athirſt ; we know not where we may be caſt be- 


fore we die. He then went to aho.her place, and 
begged food for him, uſing the ſame argument as 
before, 
with him; but he told them, he did it for a poor 
ſtranger that was far from home, and he did it, that 


he might think the better of the Chriſtians and the 
. Chriſtian religion, | [5-37 


31. He would have a ſavory word to ſay to every 
one that he converſed with, to put them in mind of 
the worth of Chriſt and their fouls, and their near- 
neſs to eternity; inſomuch that good people took. 
no ſmall pleaſure in his company. The taylor 

that made his clothes would keep them the longer, 

before he brought them home, that he might have 


«+ 


But his friends, hearing of it, were angry 


the. 
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the benefit of his ſpiritual and Chriſtian. ſociety, ... 
and more frequent viſits. Ls os hn FS VO na 
32 He beyailed the miſerable condition of the 
nerality of mankind, (When he was about fen 
years old,) that were aneny eſtranged from God, 
though they called him Father, yet they were his 
children only by creation, and not by ,any-likenels . 
they had to God, or intereſt in bim. 
33. Thus he continued walking in the ways of 
God, engaged in reading, praying, hearing the 
word of God and ſpiritual diſcourſe, diſcovering” . 
thereby his ſerious thoughts of eternity. |. + ,-. 
34. He had-an. earneſt defire, if it might be the 
Lord's good pleaſure, to give himſelf up to the 
Lord in the work of the miniſtry, if he ſhould live, 
and this out of a dear love to Chriſt and ſouls 
35. He was (next to the Bible) moſt taken with 1 
reading the reverend Mr Bazter's works, eſpecially _ 
his Saints everlaſting Re; and truly the thoughts 
of that reſt and eternity ſeemed to ſwallow. up 
all other thoughts, and he lived in a conſtant _ 
preparation for it, and looked more like one that 
was ripe for glory than an inhabitant of this lower 
world. A be TRE: & 4 . 4 1 . 
36. When he was about eleven years and three 
quarters old, his mother's houſe was viſited with. . 
the plague; his eldeſt ſiſter was the firſt that was 
taken with this diſtemper, and, when they, were 
pray ing for her, he would ſob and weep bitterly. ©. 
37. As ſoon as he perceived that his ſiſter was 
dead, be ſaid, the will of the Lord be done; 
* bleſſed, be the. Lord: dear mother, ſaid he, you 
muſt do as David did; after the child was dead, 
he went. and refreſhed himſelf, and quietly ſub» _ 
mitted to the will of God, ys AY res af 


ay 
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W. The reſt of the family held well for about 


Fourteen days, which time he ſpent in religious du- 


ties, and preparing for his death; but ſtill his fa- 


vourite book was The Saints Ref, which he read 
with great attention, gathering many obſervations 
out of it in writing for his own uſe. He wrote 


ſeveral divine meditations of his own upon ſeveral 
ſubjects; but that which ſeemed moſt admirable © 


was, a meditation on the excellency of Chriſt, He 
was never well but when he was more immediately 
engaged in the ſervice of God, 1 N05 | 

39. At fourteen days end he was taken ſick, at 
which he ſeemed .very patient and cheerful, yet 
ſometimes he would ſay that his pain was great. 

40. His mother, looking upon his brother, ſhook 
her head; at which he aſked, if his brother were 
dangerous? ſhe anſwered, yea, child. He aſked 
again, whether ſhe thought him ſo? ſhe anſwered 
nothing. Well, ſaid he, I-pray let me have Mr. 
Baxter's book, that I may read a little more of eter- 


nity before I go into it. His mather told him that 
he was not able to read; he ſaid that he was: ho w- 
Jever, then, pray by me, and for me. His mother 
an ſwered, that ſhe was ſo full of grief that ſhe could 
not pray now, but ſhe deſited to hear him pray his 


laſt prayer. 
41. 


ther, His mother anſwered: Child, if thou hadſt 
lo much troubled, * 

aſſured, dear mother, that my fins are forgiven, and 
an 


% 


7 4 


is mother aſked him whether he were will- 
Ing to die and leave her ? he anſwered, yes, I am” 
willing tos leave you, and go to my heavenly Fa- 
but an an aſſurance of God's love, I ſhould not be . 
42. He anſwered and ſaid to his mother, I am + 


hat 1 ſhall go to heaven; for, ſaid he, here Rood -- 


— —— 8 — 
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an angel by me, and told me I ſhould quickly be in 
glory. 1 Lhe | 
483. At th N 
mother, ſaid he, did you but know what joy 1 feel, 
you would not weep, but rejoice; I tell you I am 
. to full of comfort, that I cannot tell you how 1 am. 
O mother, I ſhall: preſently have my head in my 


Father's boſom, and I ſhall be there, where the fear . 


and twenty elders caft down their crowns, and ſing balle- 
lujab, glory and praiſe to him that fits upon the throne, 
- and to the Lamb, for ever © 
44. Upon this his ſpeech began to fail him, but 
his ſoul ſeemed {till to be taken up with glory, and 


nothing now grieved him but the ſorrow that he 


ſaw his mother to be in for his death. A little to 
divert his mother, he - aſked her what ſhe had to 
ſupper; but preſently, in a kind of divine rapture, 


he cried out, O what a ſweet ſupper have 1 making 


ready for me in glory! _. TP 
45. But, ſeeing all this did rather increaſe than 
allay bis mother's grief, he was more troubled, and 


afked her what ſhe meant thus to offend God Know 


you not that this is the hand of the Almighty? 
Humble your ſelf under the mighty hand of God ; lay 
: i in the duſt, and kiſs the rod of God, and 
et me ſee you do it in token of your ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God, and bow before him. Upon 
which, raiſing himſelf up a little, he gave a lewl 
bow, and ſpoke no more, but went cheerfully and 
triumphantly to reſt, in the boſom of Jeſus, _ 


is his aa Had forth into tears. 0 l 


eee 


courteous and open Diſpoſition. 


| ſee if ſhe grieved, and if ſhe 
I Che endeavoured to ſoothe her by reminding her, 
I Gat they N again in Heaven. 
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Some Account of the Life,. and God's gracious Dealings 


with, Hephzibah Mathews, who departed this Life 
June 5th, 1790, aged 10 years: 
1 Shall begin this ſhort Narrative by informing 
KL my Friends of the reaſon for which. I gave her 


the Name of Hephzibah.: It pleaſed God, in the 
_ courſe of his Providence, in the year 1778, to afflit 
my only Daughter, at that time, Elizabeth Mathews 

with an Inflammation in her Lungs; when at School 


at Greenwich. She was a Child of great natural 
Senſe and Ability. Providence had been laviſh in 
giving her a beautiful Form, as well as a be 


Countenance; and her Mind was no lefs endowe 
with every Ornament that could engage the Aﬀec- 


tions of her Parents and Friends: to the former ſhe 
was ſtrictly dutiful, and of the latter ſhe ſtudied to 


claim the juſt Efteem. I had not a Friend but who 


admired her; for, both in Perſon and Manners, 
though ſo young, ſhe was pleaſing to all, being of a 


She engaged our Affections likewiſe by her * 


compliſhment in Muſic, for which ſhe had a Taſte,--+ 3 
and could play. with facility many celebrated Pieces 
of Muſic, and delighted to ſing her Redeemer's 


Praiſe while ſhe touched the harmonious Strings. 
On Chriſtmas. 1778 ſhe returned from School, 

and from that time her Inflammation increaſed. 

During her IIIneſs, ſhe behaved with Reſignation, 


and ſtudied conſtantly to hide. her Sufferings from $ 


her Mother, left they ſhould grieve ber. She would 
watch her every where ſhe wept in the Room, to 
nd. her in Tears, 


- : = 
- 
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She continued in this Situation until Feb. 6th, 
1779, when calling on her Mother to bring her a 
' Handkerchief to expectorate in, her Lungs bein 
overcharged, were ſuppoſed to burſt, for ſhe vomite 
near a Pint of Blood, and was : ſuffocated in it. 
Thus this fair Plant was, by che Hand of her kind 
and heavenly Father, in blooming Youth, tranſ- 
planted from Nature's Garden, into the Paradiſe 
above, there to thrive in Immanuel's Plains for. 
ever, at —— of 8 Years and 7 Months, 
This awful Event, and ſevere Stroke, ſeized upon 
my Wife's Nerves to ſuch a Degree, that it nearly 
coſt her her Life, and ſhe was brought down thereby 
to a State of extreme Debility, © 3 
la the Year 1780 being with Child, ſhe had an 
anxious Deſire, if it were the Lord's Will, that it 
might be a Girl, having ſo lately loſt her only one; 
and on June 5th, 1780, the Lord indulged her De- 
fire, by ſending her one, who is the Subject of the 
teſent Narrative. | 
As ſhe delighted in a % I ſtudied to give 
her a Name ſuitable to the Feelings of her Mind. 
1 éöſound the Name that God gave the Church, Iſa. 
Ixii. 4, where it is faid, “thou ſhalt be called 
 Hephzibah,” which ſignifies, My Delight is in, 
her,“ very appoſite to my Deſign ; and 1 had her 
baptized ſo accordingly. And 1 humbly hope that 
ſhe bas experienced what her Name imports, that 
the Lord delighted in her. 
Il have no other Motive of making her Experience 
known to the Public, than that of hoping, by ies 
being read, it may de uſeful to other Children, by 
the 'blefling of God, in ſtirring them up, and en- 
couraging their young and tender minds im ſeeking 
the Lord in the time of their Vouth; aud I am the 
mare encourage ſo to do, as my putting N 8 
* * * 0 — oken 
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Token for Children into her Hands proved in pa 
ticular, with other religious Tracts, joined with 
Counſel and Advice, of ſingular Uſe unto her, and 
which, by the Graee and Spirit of God, were the 
Means of making her wiſe unto Salyation. It 
would be well, and much to be wiſhed for, to ſee 
rofeſſing Parents endeavouring to impreſs on the 
Minds of their Children the Importance of Reli- 


Fain inſtead of leading them into the faſhionable 


. Follies and Diſſipations of a World that lieth in 
Wickedneſs. Precept is good; but Example joined 
with it, makes the Preceptor a more powerful _ 
Preacher. It will be a happy Reflection to Chriſtian 
arents, if their Children ſhould, turn out bad, 
that it has not been occaſioned by want of Care, 
Example, and religious Advice ia them, But O, 
how keen a Senſation muſt-fill the Mind of thoſe, 
who have betrayed an anxious Concern. forthe 
Body, its Ornaments, its Welfare, and yet bave 
never ſhown the leaſt Care for the Soul, and whoſe 
Children. thereby have literally periſhed for lack of 
Knowledge. I was very lately informed of the 
Death of a young Woman, about 20 Y ears old, 
who was the Child of profeſſing Parents, who, when 

2 Perſon Who viſited her was encouraging her in the 
Views of Death, by ſaying, that no doubt ſhe was the 

11d of many Prayers, that her Parents had put up for 

her, and Advice given to her, declaced, with ſome 
Jegree of -Earneſtneſs, that her Parents never gave 
her any religious Advice in all their Days, and that 


| | ſhe: was. never the Witneſs of a Prayer being made 


in the, Family. How awful the Confideration, that 
in n ay EE Profefion, Religion ſeems 10 

beef no loportance to Numbers but on a Sunday, 
hile themſelves, or perhaps their Children, 83 
"IM „ *on_ 
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abuſing the intervening Parts of the Lord's Day to 
the Purpoſes of Pleaſure, and walking about among 


the gay Circle, and joining the Multitude in breax- 
| ing the Sabbath. Is not this an abuſe of the many - 


ivileges we enjoy in this Day of Goſpel Light and 


N Liberty? and how ought we to conſider and improve 
- our Lord's Caution and Advice, John xii. 35. Vet 
a little while is the 2 — with you : walk while ye 


have the Light, leſt Darkneſs come upon you.” 


| Let vs then take heed, leſt by the neglect of our 
. Privileges, we ſhould experience that awful 
Threatning after all, recorded Luke x. 15. And 
thou Capernaum, which art exalted to Heaven, ſhalt 

de thruſt down to Hell.“ „ 
I ſhall now return to the Subject of the preſent 
Narrative, and ſpeak of thoſe things that occurred 


in the laſt Stage of her IIlneſs. 


Duting ber Diforder ſhe frequently converfed 


with her Siſter, but one Day in particular ſhe 
called her and faid, © Mary Anne, come here 
my dear, and hear the Words of your dying Siſter 


de ſure you never forget your Prayers in the'Morn- 
ing and Evening, and be very dutiſul to your 


Mamma and Papa, and do every thing they bid 


you, and remember, there is a Paſſage in Scripture 
Which ſays, that he who ſpareth the Rod ſpoileth 


the Child, My Mamma never whipped me 


when I deſerved it; and if I were to live, I would 
never deſerye it any more, if I could poſſibly help it. 
You will remember, that your Flouts and Paffions, 
when your Mamma is correcting you, prove thae 
| you would ſtrike her if you dared ; and do vue 
vou could appear before God in ſuch Tempers? 
I beg when you go to School at Whetſtone, that 
vou would read two Books I left there in my Box, | 
viz. Janeway's Token for Children, and 9 4 , 
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all. I beg” you will read the Janeway as, I have 
done, and pray over it, and read it again and again; 
for I have read it until I have almoſt got it by 
heart, and prayed over it until I underſtdod it; and 
if it had not been ſor that Book, I ſhould not have 
known fo much of ſeſus. . 
A Friend; Mr. 8 —, converſing with her one 
Day, aſked her if ſhe was afraid to die? She an- 
ſwered;' “No; for Jeſus is mine, and I am his,” 
He ſaid, my dear you are brought very low; ſhe 
| anſwered with earneſtneſs, I bleſs God that he has 
+ | brought me low. PO OV EY Tov 144 5 ola - 
She again ſaid, I could wiſh you could fing 3 
1 | 


= - 


a ſhort Hymn, very low, becauſe of my Head, 
never mind, and holding out her Finger, ſaid, © 1 
ſhall- ſoon ſing louder with my little Finger, than 
you can with your whole Body. He again faid, 
| my dear, we'ſhall ſoon follow you,” though we are 
. in health now; ſhe replied quickly, © Then, Sir, 
© ſee that you' prepare for it.” 
; One Evening in particular, I had fome cloſe 
I Converſation with her, in which ſhe "expreſſed _ 
ir ſome Doubts which had paſſed in her Mind con- 
4 cerning the Being of God, and the Reality of Hea- 
even and its Happineſs, and ſaid, that ſhe had bad 

| frequent Whiſpers in ber Ear of blaſphemous b 
I Words, and Temptations to ſwear, and the Oaths 
1d | ſeemed as if uttered in het Ears, and ſome Expreſ- 
„ | fions too bad to tell. 

She acknowledged, that in reading the Scriptures, 

* | ſhe found herſelf at a Loſs Warns deer them, and 
then afked me the Meaning of fome Parts, which I 
endeavoured"to'expliin''to hex. She (aid, ſhe ha 
| eat Doybts about the heavenly State, although 
4 2 had heard. me and others fpeak fo much about 

it. Sue then aſked me to go to Prayer with her, 


* 8 
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and I deſired * to tell me what = vithet 
for, and what I ſhould aſk of the Lord. for eſs ſhe 
_ anſwered, © that God would pardon Iu ſins . and 
then take her to Heaven; but above all, that che 
ould give her 2 Senſe of that Pardon before ſhe 
| tied: „for, the added, © 1 think I bave not ſo 
deep a Senſe of my Sins, nor of the Pardon of them, 
as thoſe Children had, that I have read of in Jane- 
way's Token for Children, and I 2 to feel mote 
like them.” After Prayer ſhe expreſſed great datis - 
faction and Happineſs, and told me ber Bech e 8 
removed +4490; 
__ _ Her Mother at that time Was. abſent on a Viſit 
to a Neice who was ill, which was the only Hour 
ſhe was abſent from her during her. Illneſs ; but 
18 her Return Home, with Joy ſhe: exclaimed; 
0 8 Mother my Father has been talk» 
| & 84 Praying with.me ſigce Ae Lie have 47 ns 
10 never was ſo happy in al n 
now of going to Heaven as if L were in 758 2p Fre 
Another Time ſhe Fad, « Father, do Tu know 1. 
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_ WE that I once wiſhed 2 Miſs. —— s Mamma was | th 


ine;“ (a (4 young with whom ſhe went to | bl, 
School.) [uſted Ks 912 anſwe ged. 2 I | x 
uſed to 2 iſs —— talk fo much: about. V 
ball, and the Plays, which her Mamma took. 3 th! 
ſee, and you know that you would never let me a 5 
to any ſuch Places, but now I think otherwiſe, an 
bleſs God that l have got ſuch a Fakes and, Mother 


; 2 I bave.” - - 
1 aſked. her one Wh „ why the was ſo fileat, 2 
pow and then'a Miniſter came to ſee her She ane 


wered, ** that they Id not 99s 10 n her talks 


þut to, talk to en anftrugt her.“ 
| 5 Perſon being aſked to walk up, "alk ith 81 
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Ohild* the heating of it, 'faid, If I am but 4 


Child, 1 bave a Soul to be ſaved as well as a grown = 


Perſon. © 


She was remarkably conſcientions reſpe&ing the. 


Duty of Prayer, and for two Years or more before 
her Death, if ſhe was diſturbed in the Morning, 
would always ſeek to retire alone to embrace that 
Privilege, | * ei e 
| Het Diforder being conſumptive, ſhe gradually 
wore away, inſomuch, that her Bones were ſoſharp,. 
that it hurt her to lie in almoſt any Poſition, and 


ſhe found great Relief to her relaxed Body from 


being frequently carried about the Room, As 1 
was one Day carrying her up and down the Room, 
her Converſation ſo affected me, that I could not 
refrain from Tears, which when ſhe perceived, ſhe: 


ſaid, very affectionately, „Father, to be ſure, 1 


do not wonder that you are ſo affected, but do not 


grieve, you believe I ſhall go to Heaven when I die. 


on't you?” To which 1 anſwered, Yes, my dear, 
I hope you will; “Weil then, ſaid ſhe, you know 


that if | were to live, I ſhould only meet with Trou 
ble and Diſappointmeat in the World at beſt, and 
what is worſe, I ſhould only live to hg againſt God, 


| and you Know T had better die now, than live to do 


that,” P | 

Another Time, aſking her w 
God in Prayer for her, at which Ti he felt ber- 
ſelf a little better, ſhe anſwered, © ON, - that if I 
live, I may be as good as IL am now, and be kept 


ſpoke. the Words, but ſhe ſaid, with a quickneſs. 
peculiar to herſelf," „ do not mean fo, I am not 

„ but 1 mean, to be in the ſame Mind and 
iſpoſition I am now in.“ EEO. FO 
- Addrefling hetfelf one Day to her Couſin, Who 
Aenne 2 om 18 
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flom Ne God ;“ but ſhe had no ſooner, 
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has too much Pride, by dreſſing ſo.“ 


three Days before her Death, Mrs. ——, you 
mould prepare for Death before you come to a £ 
Bed; it is not a great while fa 
Chriſt,” “ 8 
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is about thisteen Years, of Age, ſhe ſaid, 6 Marys | 
prepare to die; what will you, do when you. come 


to the Situation I am in ? She ignorantly anſwered, 
That ſhe had never done any one any harm, and 
therefore hoped God would forgive her. She re- 
lied, Mary, that will not do;“ and ſaid to her 
Mother in her Abſence, ** Mother, poor Mary is as 
Cart af 6k BE . age 
She had a grant Senſe on her Mind, of the Pride, 
Folly; and Vanity of the World, and would often 
ſay to her Mother, if ſhe ſaw any one dreſſed much, 
«© Mother, Tam afraid that Miſs ,or Mrs, ——, 


She was a Child, when well, of an uncommon 


Share of Spirits and Vivacity, that could ſcarcely be 
kept within the Bounds of Decorum; but a good 


Evidence of a real Change appeared in the whole of 


her Demeanor afterwards. She became placid and 


compoſed, and remarkably paticnt, conſidering her 


natural Diſpoſition on the one Hand, and her ex- 


treme Suffcrings on the other, When ſhe com- 


; plained, it was with Submiſſion, and wiſhing, if it 
Was the Lord's will, that ſhe might die. 


She ſaid one Day to me, in a very tender Man- 
ner, when ſhe was in extreme Anguiſh, “ Oh, 
Father! I love you too well to put you to Pain, but 


N I could wiſh you to feel, only for one Minute, and 
that you know would not hurt you, what I feel, 
that you might judge what I ſuffer,” “ 


She ſaid to à Perſon who fat up with her two or | 


ck 
ice I knew Jeſus 


be ſache Night the ſaid, * It is a ſad thing 1 
cantior fleep, but | can lic and think of Jeſus.” _ 
Era ENTS” bs, N . F * * Expecting 
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1 Expecting her Brother from Cambridge, the ſaid | 
5 in the Morning, © I hope to ſee my dear Brother 
, William, and then I fall aſleep in the Arms of 
d | my dear Jeſus.” She remained ſenſible until late 
- in the Evening . 888 Death; Nature 
r being worn out, and her body quite emaciated, a 
s Stupor took place, and in the next Morning, being 
by her 1 June n. 1799, at 10 o'Clock, the 
by was removed ale of Tears, to enjoy the 
mn Embraces of "= Saviour whom ſhe . and 
„ | whoſe Salvation ſhe ſo often longed fully to enjoy ; 
"5 leaving nothing behind her, ny the Tokens o 
5 Moral ty, to draw oth "Thar of hr wap 
0 Strand, n vl 
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